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Minutes 07/13 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday, 21st November 2013 at  
7.00 p.m. in the 

Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 
 

 
PRESENT 

 
Councillors: 

 
P Birdi 
R Margrave 
S Button 
I Colls 
Mrs K Crutchley 
Mrs J Falp 
T Heath 
S McFadden 
G Nayar 
T Shepherd 
B Smart 
R Sparkes 

 
Mayor 
Deputy Mayor 

  
Town Clerk: 

 
Jenny Mason 

 

  
Police:  1  

 
Press:  0  

 
Public: 1 

 
In attendance: 
 

 
Councillor 

 
B Kirton 

 
WCC and WDC Councillor 

 
102/13  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs Mulherin.  Apologies for absence 
were accepted. 
 
 
103/13  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Smart declared an interest in item 11 on the agenda – Hospital Car Parking. 
 
 
104/13  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
There was no public forum. 
 
 
105/13  POLICE    
 
(Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Police to speak). 
 
PCSO Matt Slemensek presented the Police Crime Report for the period 1st October 
to 21 November 2013.   
 
Distraction burglaries = 0 
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Burglary dwellings = 3 
Burglaries other = 1 
Criminal damage = 6 
Fraud = 0 
Robberies = 0 
Theft from motor vehicles = 0 
Theft of motor vehicles = 1 
Anti-Social Behaviour = 0  
Violence = 1 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp asked if there had been an increase in neighbour disputes.  PCSO 
Slemensek was asked to monitor the vehicles that are parked on the footpath outside 
59 Heathcote Road as pedestrians and people using mobility scooters have to use 
the road to get passed the vehicles.  He was also asked to monitor the 16 seater 
minibus that is parked on the grass verge outside 18 Heathcote Road. 
Cllr Kirton declared an interest as his wife uses a mobility scooter. 
 
(Standing Orders were reinstated) 
 
 
106/13  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Cllr Birdi has attended various events in the last month and enjoyed the Lord Mayor of 
Coventry’s Dinner and the celebrations marking the 73rd anniversary of the Blitz. 
The Mayor informed Members that he will not respond to any emails that are not in 
keeping with the Code of Conduct expected of Members and deletes the emails.  Cllr 
Mrs Falp does the same. 
 
 
107/13  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th October 2013 as circulated were approved 
and signed as a true record. 
 
 
108/13  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 
 
89/13 Report from County and District Councillors – Cllr Mrs Falp reported that 
she had contacted Tracey Baker to find out how Whitnash Library is doing and has 
received a reply that she will discuss with Cllr Kirton.  Cllr Kirton told Members that 
Cllr Mrs Seccombe will be at the next Community Forum on 3 December 2013 to 
outline the situation with budget cuts at Warwickshire County Council and also to take 
your questions and hear your views. 
95/13 Reports from Ward Councillors – The hedge in Greville Smith Avenue has 
still not been cut and is now encroaching onto the road. 
 
 
109/13  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillor:   
 
Cllr Kirton reported that the budget cuts at WCC will have an impact on Libraries and urged 
members and residents to use the Library.  The Youth Service budget has been drastically 
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reduced and this service is beneficial to not only the Youth, but the public as well. 
Warwickshire County Council is carrying out a consultation at Acre Close and steel bollards 
and a tactile surface will be installed at the dropped kerbs. 
 
District Councillors: 
 
Cllr Heath: 
Reported that Warwick District Council is replacing the play equipment in Montgomery Road 
with new wooden equipment.  He asked if the items could be moved to Acre Close, but 
Friends of Acre Close do not want the equipment so it may be placed on Washbourne Fields.  
Cllr Margrave asked if Whitnash Town Council would be consulted about the play equipment 
that would be installed. 
Discussions were also held regarding a BMX track at Acre Close, but this would interfere with 
the measured mile that is being planned. 
The call centre building on the Heathcote Industrial estate is using the parking area that 
Travellers used to use so the electrical substation is accessible and Delphi Close will now be 
closed off permanently. 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp: 
I have since the last town council meeting attended meetings at W.D.C. looking at Health 
Scrutiny, Safeguarding, Overview and Scrutiny, Standards and in my shadow portfolio role for 
Corporate and Community Services. 
We have received a briefing on the Draft Housing Strategy for Warwick District and briefing 
on two new proposed housing developments. 
The draft proposals for development in and around local villages have been published for 
consultation. Bishops Tachbrook has been identified to have an increase of houses by 100. 
This in itself is not a great number but added to the plans already approved and those 
identified in the draft plan means more building close to our town     
Tracy Darke has been appointed Head of Development Services following her temporary joint 
role with W.D.C. and Coventry City Council. Robert Hoof has been appointed Head of 
Development Services to replace Ian Cocker who leaves in March.   
Residents have contacted me on a range of issues planning, housing, anti- social behaviour 
and an increase of complaints about inconsiderate parking. I have been discussing ways with 
our safer neighbourhood team and our Police Commissioners representative that we can 
tackle the parking Issues. 
Cllr Mrs Falp reported that Cllr Mobbs has been proposed as the new Leader at Warwick 
District Council. 
If on road parking is outsourced the private contractors will not patrol outside schools and 
shops in Whitnash and will also result in job losses at Warwick District Council. 
 
 
110/13  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT 
   
Cllr Mrs Falp reported that after a slow start the Neighbourhood Plan is moving 
forward. 
 
Vision, Issues and Objectives were discussed at the meeting on 24th October 2013. 
 
The following key issues Whitnash were identified 
• Impact of the Local Plan proposals and the amount of houses  will have a  direct impact on 

Whitnash 
• Need to safeguard the identity of Whitnash 
• Retain our boundaries 
• Schools are currently oversubscribed so more schools will be needed 
• Impact on infrastructure, schools, hospitals and roads 
• Impact on local services  
• Impact Jaguar Land Rover plant at Gaydon will have on the area 
• Need a coffee shop / café in the town 
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• Need a proper town centre 
•          Need a new community hall / centre – area behind Landor House identified as a provisional site 

or Woodside Farm as a town centre. 
 
The following visions (exercise 2) for Whitnash 2031 were identified: 
• Whitnash should remain place where people want to live 
• Ensure there are enough school places for local children 
• Cycle paths to various schools 
• Secure open spaces remain untouched 
• Retain local shops and regenerate shopping areas 
• Retain allotment sites  
• Brooke Valley should be protected 
• More bungalows for older people 
• Better housing mix in the town 
•         ‘Complex’ for older people who still wish to live independently as Whitnash has an increasing 

elderly population 
• Keep identity and community spirit alive 
• Maintain public transport in Whitnash 
• Job creation on nearby industrial estates  
• Preserve the Golf Club  
 
Vision for Whitnash: 
• Have a strong thriving community where history and heritage is sustained 
• Preserve our identity and character 
• Consult  with neighbouring towns and parishes 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp stressed that the Neighbourhood Plan should be driven by residents and 
not the Town Council.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 5th December 
2013 at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 
111/13  ADOPT AUDITED ACCOUNTS 
 
The external auditor has issued a certificate for the year ended 31st March 2013. 
 
External auditor report states:  On the basis of our review, in our opinion the 
information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters 
have come to our attention giving concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 
requirements have not been met. 
 
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the council: 
 
The unreconciled difference between the Councils balances held and its bank balance (difference 
between box 7 & 8) was carried forward from year ended 2011. 
It was not possible to reconcile at the yearend 31st March 2012 and on investigation it was discovered 
that some opening balances c/f from 2011 were inaccurate.  
This was reported to Clement Keys who decided to accept the difference and finalised the audit 31st 
March 2012. 
This difference was then c/f to the current year ending 31st March 2013 and was shown as part of the 
reconciliation between the Council balances held and cash in the bank shown on the return sent to 
Grant Thornton. 
To avoid this amount being c/f continually it is to be cleared for the year 2013/14 per Grant Thornton 
instruction. 
 
Cllr Heath proposed and Cllr Smart seconded the approval and adoption of the 
external audited accounts.  All members voted in favour of adopting the external audit 
certificate and opinion.  
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112/13  WARWICK HOSPITAL PARKING 
 
Warwick Hospital is charging Blue Badge Holders for parking.  There was no public 
consultation or notification that charges would be implemented.  Members proposed 
that a letter is sent to Warwick Hospital asking why disabled people now have to pay 
to park and why no consultation was carried out before this was implemented. 
 
Cllrs Kirton and Smart declared an interest. 
 
Notice of CHIEF meetings would be sent to all members if they wish to attend them. 
 
 
113/13  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Winter service in Warwickshire 2013 – 2014.  A leaflet showing the primary 
gritting routes for the winter season 2013 – 2014 was received from 
Warwickshire County Council’s County Highways department along with self-
help tips for clearing snow from footways. 

2. Reply letter regarding Shaping the Future from Cllr Seccombe was read. 
 
 
114/13  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
(94/13 - Accounts for payment accepted subject to receipts.) 
 
No Payable Details Amount Cheque 

No 
2079 Oakwood Security Key holding October – 

November 2013  
     36.50  BACS 

2079 Oakwood Security Key holding November – 
December 2013  

      36.50  BACS 

2164 Boss HR HR support     270.00  BACS 
2166 Kay Printers Whitnash Tymes winter 

edition 
    799.00  002414 

2167 HB Creative Christmas lights leaflets & 
posters 

    360.00  002415 

2168 John Gordon Christmas lights magician     135.00  002416 
2169 Eventmen Christmas lights stage & 

stalls  
 2,064.00  002417 

2170 Information 
Commissioners Office 

Registration data 
controllers annual renewal 

     35.00  DD 

2171 WDC Hall rates December 2013     623.00  DD 
2172 Fortress Hall wheelie bins 

December 2013 – March 
2014 

    224.52  BACS 

2173 Blachere Illuminations Christmas lights    986.40  BACS 
2175 Jenny Mason Christmas lights raffle fruit 

basket  
      15.00  BACS 

2176 EON Street lighting November 
2013 

      21.82  DD 
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2177 WALC Local Councils Explained      55.99  BACS 
2178 Graffiti Hotline Graffiti Removal Kit       84.00  BACS 
2179 Viking Toner and paper     134.21  BACS 
2180 ESPO Litter picker  & black sacks       75.77  BACS 
2182 British Telecom Hall telephone       70.68  DD 
2183 NS Booth Christmas lights 2013  5,014.80  BACS 
2184 NS Booth Christmas lights 2013     645.60  BACS 
2186 E-ON Street lighting December 

2013 
      22.55  DD 

2187 WDC Hall rates January 2014     623.00  DD 
2188 Midshire  Office call charges         4.07  DD 

 Mr Phillip Smart Christmas raffle first prize     100.00  002418 
 Edmundson Electrical 

Ltd 
New light unit for hall     130.73  002419 

 Cllr Colls Hall water heaters , co2 
alarms /seal for Christmas 
raffle drum 

      72.16  002420 

 Edmundson Electrical 
Ltd 

Wiring for hall water 
heaters 

    15.96  002421 

 Cllr Colls Fluorescent tape for 
Frisbee golf posts 

      11.99  002422 

 Chairman WDC Chairman’s Christmas 
concert 

      20.00  000460 

 Leamington Mayor’s 
Charity 

Curry night       16.00  000461 

 
Wages, pension and Inland Revenue contributions: 
 
 October 

2013 
November 
2013 

December 
2013 

Total 

Gross Wages 4548.50 4570.50 4293.00 
Employers NI 123.46 123.46 123.46 
Employers Pension 331.10 331.10 331.10 
Total Staff Cost 5003.06 5025.06 4747.56 14775.68
   
Income Tax 268.40 268.60 268.20 
NI Employer & Employee 252.16 252.16 252.16 
Inland Revenue Contributions 520.56 520.76 520.36 1561.68
 
116/13  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
 
North Ward:  Hedge at Greville Smith Avenue is encroaching not only the footpath, 
but the road as well. 
East Ward:  Nothing to report 
West Ward: Nothing to report 
 
 
115/13  REPORT ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD 
ON: 
 
Cllr Button proposed that the minutes of the Christmas Lights Working Group meeting 
held on 7th November 2013 be approved and adopted. 
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Cllr Button thanked members who had already donated wine and chocolates for the 
raffle and tombola stalls. He also thanked Cllr Mrs Crutchley for collecting donations 
from shops.  Cllr Birdi in turn thanked Cllr Button for his work and effort. 
 
 
116/13 REPORT ON FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Birdi proposed that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 10th October 2013 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
117/13  REPORT ON PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 
Cllr Smart proposed that the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 7th November 
2013 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
118/13  WHITNASH TWINNING ASSOCIATION REPORT 
 
There was nothing to report from Twinning Association. 
 
 
119/13  COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 2013  
 
An email was received from Warwick District Council on 18th November 2013.  The 
Regulatory Working Group feels the boundaries should be realigned to ensure 
electors clearly identify the area they live within. 
 
Whitnash Town Council and Bishop’s Tachbrook Parish Council realignment: 

To realign the Bishop’s Tachbrook north eastern parish boundary and the south 
western Whitnash West town ward and the current Whitnash East town ward 
boundary (proposed South town ward) along Tachbrook Road and Harbury Lane. 

From the point where the boundary currently joins Tachbrook Road below the house 
numbered 495 Tachbrook Road in a southerly direction, to the junction of Harbury 
Lane.  Then in a south easterly direction along Harbury Lane to the point where it 
meets the current south western boundary of the current Whitnash East town ward 
boundary (proposed South town ward). 

Currently this would only have a minimal impact on electoral figures, but the future 
granting of planning permission for housing would eventually have an impact on 
electoral figures. 

Members welcome and accept the realignment of the boundaries as proposed by the 
Regulatory Working Group.  The boundaries will more than likely be reconsidered 
when the new housing developments are completed. 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp thanked Cllrs Heath and Kirton for putting pressure on Warwick District 
Council to define the boundaries. 
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Members raised concern that because there is no Local Plan in place yet plans are 
Developer led and not Council led.  Officers should be guiding members not leading 
the Planning Meetings.  Residents have raised concern that members of the Planning 
Committee are not making the decisions, but officers are.  It was proposed that a 
letter is written to Warwick District Council raising this concern. 
Warwickshire County Council has drastic cuts to make and limited money available 
for new schools and infrastructure costs and Developers need to pay for these 
services.  
More housing is needed for the ageing population and at least 10% of all 
developments should allow for housing for the elderly.   
 
 
120/13  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Town Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 16th January 2014 at 7.00 
p.m. 
 
There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed. 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED……………………………...……..DATE……………………………………... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


