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Minutes 08/15 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday, 19th February 2015  
at 7.00 p.m.  

in  
Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 

 
 
PRESENT 

 
Councillors: 

 
R Margrave 
Mrs J Falp 
S Button 
I Colls 
Mrs K Crutchley 
S McFadden 
T Shepherd 
J Short 
B Smart 
S Vaughan 

 
Mayor 
Deputy Mayor 

  
Town Clerk: 

 
Jenny Mason 

 

 
In attendance 

 
Cllr 

 
B Kirton 

 
WCC & WDC 

  
Police:   0 

 
Press: 0   

 
Public: 0 
 

 
140/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Barton, Birdi, Heath and Nayar. 
Apologies for absence were accepted. 
 
 
141/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Smart declared an interest in the item of correspondence – Warwick District 
Remembers. 
 
 
142/15  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
There was no public forum. 
 
 
143/15  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Cllr Margrave attended Warwick Town Council civic dinner and service.  Members 
were reminded about the Caribbean evening on 14th March 2015, the Civic Dinner on 
27th March 2015 and the Civic Service on 12th April 2015. 
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144/15  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The minutes of the extraordinary and Town Council meetings held on 22nd January 
2015 as circulated were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
 
145/15  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 
 
123/15 Police – The Police will no longer be attending Town Council meetings as 
they do not have the resources.  The only meeting they are obliged to attend is the 
Community Forum Meeting every quarter.  The Clerk did ask for crime statistics, but 
to date no reply has been received.  Cllr Shepherd will look into this.  Members were 
disappointed that there was no communication from the Police to indicate that they 
would no longer be attending the meetings.  Members were also concerned at the 
lack of Police presence in the Town.  PCSO’s aren’t seen around the town either.  
PCSO Steve Sample is moving on and this was not communicated to the Town 
Council or to Cllr Mrs Falp who is the Whitnash Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator.  
The Mayor and Deputy will speak to senior officers about the lack of communication 
and visibility of the Police in Whitnash. 
110/14 Harbury Lane Junction Petition – this petition is now closed and Cllr 
McFadden was concerned that the petition was so low on the WCC’s priority list as 
this is a dangerous junction. 
135/15 Report from Ward Councillors – The post box in Whitnash Road will be 
rebuilt when the weather improves as they cannot build a wall when there is a chance 
of freezing conditions!!!  
130/15 Feasibility Study – Cllr Mrs Falp reported that members of the Steering 
Group met with the Consultants on 17th February 2015.  They will submit a report to 
us at the end of March to present to the April meeting. 
 
 
146/15  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Kirton WCC’s report:   
Cllr Kirton said that the Police should provide a service in Whitnash as it is included in 
our rates.  Police cover in Warwickshire has been reduced by 15%. 
Cllr Kirton has spoken to officers at WCC regarding the state of white / yellow lines in 
Whitnash.  The roundabout at the junction of Heathcote and Franklin Roads is also a 
concern as drivers do not always give way and the pedestrian crossing in close 
proximity does not aid the situation.  The roundabout signs should be placed further 
back so motorists can see them.  Busses also struggle to exit Franklin Road and 
manoeuvre around the island.  Members suggested that Cllr Kirton organises a site 
visit with officers from WCC and Town Councillors to discuss this. 
Cllr Mrs Falp’s WDC report: 
Residents from Fieldgate Lane have been keeping me informed of issues they have been having with 
the development there. We have met with the developers and an enforcement officer from the district 
council and contacted the county council re issues with the trees and hedges around the site. I went to 
the site again on Monday to raise some issues and also to speak about how things were progressing.   
I have contacted the dog warden re dog fouling in Palmer Road, a problem we seem to have in a 
number of areas in Whitnash. She informed she was meeting with Whitnash Cllrs and her line manager 
to see what could be done to help with this issue 
Housing issues have also been raised with me and I endeavour to make certain that the residents have 
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all the information they need and that they are in the correct band. A new allocations policy is being 
prepared and consulted on at the district council for adoption in June.  
District Council 
The local plan debate while not stopping the plan being put forward for examination did give the 
Independents and others an opportunity to again state our concerns and reasons why it should not be 
agreed. Many there agreed that the Infrastructure plan was not fit for purpose but they still voted for the 
plan. 
The recent Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting (on which I am chairman) had an interesting 
presentation from a Romany gypsy. He explained why his family wanted to have a permanent site in 
Warwick district, their way of life why I had changed and their future. He was honest and forthright 
about the issues some travellers bring and explained why he had been talking to people in National 
Government and local Government.  
The Gateway planning application around Coventry Airport that all the Independent group had been 
against was refused permission from the secretary of state Eric Pickles last week. Sadly the news 
came too late for our Group Leader Bertie Mackay, whose ward would have been most affected, to 
know that he had won the battle as had passed away the week before. Bertie will be missed at W.D.C. 
He was a great speaker, a strong fighter for causes he believed in and somebody you could always go 
to for advice. I have now taken over as leader of the Independent Group.  
Cllr Mrs Falp said that wheel washing for construction vehicles exiting the Fieldgate 
Lane site was not included in the planning conditions when the development was 
approved. 
 
 
147/15  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
It was proposed that due to the low turnout of electorate at the Annual Parish Meeting 
this meeting is held on the same night as a Town Council meeting night.  Members 
approved this proposal. 
 
 
148/15  APPROVE AND ADOPT CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2015 – 2016 
 
The calendar of meetings for 2015 – 2016 was approved and adopted. 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp will look into the number of meetings held annually to ascertain if we 
have too many or too few meetings. 
 
 
149/15  WHITNASH BROOK VALLEY 
 
Cllr Short reported that the Memorial seat dedicated to the late Stan Warmington is in 
need of urgent attention.  The seat has been damaged and it needs painting and few 
slabs placed in front of the bench as at present it is a mud bath and the bench cannot 
be used.  Warwickshire Wildlife are custodians of the Whitnash Brook Valley, but are 
not managing the site.  Cllr Mrs Falp said that WDC has funding available to improve 
the area and will forward details to the Chairman of Whitnash Society, Dave Stocks, 
so that an application can be made to improve the area around the bench.  
 
Cllr Short raised concerns about the balancing pond that was built into the Brook 
Valley in 2001 and now the development is being extended further works on the pond 
have taken place leaving considerable openings that slope into the pond with little 
protection so children can easily access this dangerous area.  This area is a nature 
reserve not a recreation area. This area needs urgent as the reeds won’t stop young 
children accessing the pond it is a safety issue.  Cllr Mrs Falp proposed that a site 
meeting is arranged with AC Lloyd, Town Councillors (Mrs Falp, Short and Smart) and 
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Dave Stocks from Whitnash Society. 
 
 
150/15  PURDAH PERIOD GUIDANCE 
 
Members were reminded to take into account the Purdah Period Guidance that was 
sent to them on 28th January 2015.  Cllr Smart reminded members that they cannot 
use their Town Council email address to publicise any meetings.  No party political 
posters are allowed on street furniture or lamp columns. 
 
 
151/15  APPROVE AND ADOPT MEDIAL POLICY 
 
The Media Policy was approved and adopted. 
 
 
152/15  WHITNASH BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
 
The Whitnash Business Directory has been completed and currently being delivered 
to residences in Whitnash.  Cllr Colls was thanked for arranging the distribution of the 
new Business Directory. 
Cllr Button thanked Cllr Birdi for taking the initiative to produce the directory. 
 
 
153/15  GENERAL ELECTION 
 
Cllr Margrave suggested that prospective Parliamentary candidates for the 2015 
elections are invited to a public meeting in the community hall to inform residents of 
their plans and answer questions. 
 
 
154/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Cllr Margrave read the letter from the Local Government Boundary 
Commission regarding the Electoral review of Warwickshire: Final 
Recommendations. 

2. Warwick District Remembers event will be staged again this year on Saturday, 
31st October 2015.  Request for a donation towards the cost of the event.  
Members proposed that this is discussed at the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee meeting to ascertain if there is money to make a donation or if 
Warwick District Remembers should apply for a grant. 

 
 
155/15  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
(134/15) - Accounts for payment accepted subject to receipts.) 
 
No Payable Details Amount 

£ 
Cheque 
No 

2308 Oakwood Security  Key holding 14/01/15 - 13/02/15        36.50  BACS
2459 EON Hall gas     712.81  D/D
2460 EON Hall electricity     291.15  D/D
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2461 Jenny Mason Postage        0.73  BACS
2463 HB Creative Civic dinner tickets       24.00  000013
2464 Graffiti Hotline Graffiti removal kit       84.00  002500
2465 Fortress Hall wheelie bins    226.11  BACS
2466 EON Street lighting Feb 2015       20.37  D/D
2467 HB Creative Whitnash Tymes Spring 2015  1,452.00  002501
2468 Oakwood Security  Caretaker holiday cover       60.00  BACS
2469 Midshire Telecom Office call charges Feb 15 2015        5.42  D/D
2470 EON Christmas lights 2014       35.45  BACS
2472 Jenny Mason Neighbourhood Plan publication        5.00  BACS
2473 Jenny Mason Postage Cllr Nayar & Short         2.48  BACS
2474 Jenny Mason Sympathy card          1.99  BACS
2475 Warwick District Council Hub feasibility study contribution 5,000.00  BACS
2476 British Telecom Hall telephone       73.69  D/D
Cllr Colls Re-imburse  hall repairs 42.52 002499
Post Office Stamps 65.72 002502
Atherstone Town Council Town Council dinner 50.00  000010
BABPA Annual charity dinner 70.00  000011
Solihull Mayor charity fund Mayor’s ball 80.00  000012
Stratford District Council Mayor’s charity dinner 70.00  000014
Kenilworth Mayor Charity Civic tour Kenilworth Castle 20.00  000015
Alcester Town Council Civic Dinner 57.00 000016
 
156/15  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
 
North Ward: The junction of Whitnash Road and Golf Lane has been damaged by 
the construction vehicles going to Fieldgate Lane.  The hedge on the corner of Palmer 
Road and Whitnash Road is overgrown and is obscuring the give way sign.  The 
hedge at 18 Whitnash Road is encroaching onto the footpath and needs to be cut 
back to the boundary.  
East Ward:  The construction traffic from Fieldgate Lane is using Morris Drive and 
these vehicles are coming past the schools in Coppice Road which is a safety 
concern. 
West Ward: The grass verges on the corner of Franklin and Heathcote Roads are in 
a bad state and need remedial work.  There are ruts in the grass verges in Ashford 
Road.  The school bus that collects pupils from Warwick Gates to Bishops Tachbrook 
is causing a hazard for motorists who cannot see oncoming traffic.  The roundabout at 
the junction of Franklin and Heathcote Roads needs white lining as it has faded and is 
not visible.  Busses exit the junction and there is not enough turning space.  The 
roundabout signs need to be moved further back to warn motorists that there is a 
roundabout.  Speeding is still a problem in Whitnash Road.  Speeding is also a 
problem in Tachbrook Road. Traffic calming measures need to be implemented. 
The verges on the corner of Franklin and Gleave Road as well as Franklin and 
Murcott Road East have also been damaged by the construction vehicles at the new 
housing development opposite. 
The pedestrian crossings on Heathcote Road need to be repainted. The white and 
yellow lines at Methodist Church, Murcott Road East in Whitnash also need to be 
repainted.  General white lining is needed throughout the town.  The footpath on 
Moorhill and Rowley Roads toward St Joseph’s School is in a very poor state and 
needs resurfacing. 
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157/15  REPORT ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD 
ON: 
 
Cllr Button proposed that the minutes of the Christmas Lights Working Group meeting 
held on 5th February 2015 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
158/15 REPORT ON FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Margrave proposed that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee meeting held on 15th January 2015 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
159/15  REPORT ON HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD 
ON: 
 
Cllr Colls proposed that the minutes of the Hall and Playing Field committee meetings 
held on 29th January 2015 be approved and adopted.   
 
 
160/15  REPORT ON PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 
Cllr Smart proposed that the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 5th February 
2015 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
161/15  WHITNASH TWINNING ASSOCIATION REPORT 
 
Nothing to report.  
 
 
162/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Town Council meeting will be held on 26th March 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed. 
 
 
 
SIGNED……………………………...……..DATE……………………………………... 
 
 


