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Minutes 03/15 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday, 24th September 2015  
at 7.00 p.m. in  

Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 
 

 
PRESENT 

 
Councillors: 

 
Mrs J Falp 
S Button 
A Barton 
P Birdi 
G Cancilla 
T Heath 
S McFadden 
T Shepherd 
J Short 
B Smart 
R Sparkes 
S Vaughan 

 
Mayor 
Deputy Mayor 

  
Town Clerk: 

 
Jenny Mason 

 

 
In attendance 

  
Mr D Matthewson 
Mr B Simm 

 
WCC 
WCC 

  
Police:   0 

 
Press: 0   

 
Public: 3 

 
49/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Margrave and Kirton.  
Apologies for absence were accepted. 
 
 
50/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting. 
 
 
51/15  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
There was no public forum. 
 
 
52/15  WCC HIGHWAYS    
 
Mr Ben Simm (Senior Development Management Engineer) and David Matthewson 
Team Leader – Traffic Control and Information Systems) from Warwickshire County 
Council attended the Town Council Meeting.  Various issues regarding traffic and 
planning control was discussed.  Faults would be reported to Warwickshire County 
Council via the normal channel. 
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53/15  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The first few weeks of my role as Mayor have gone very quickly. We have now appointed all the Chairman 
of committees and held two full council meetings. I have also attended a number of official engagements in 
the town and beyond. 
The planning committee meet most frequently as they have to respond to the district council on plans for 
development in Whitnash. The plans could be for example an extension to a house that has used all its 
development rights or a large development of houses. This is less likely now as most of the land in 
Whitnash is already built on! 
We do not make the final decision the district council do but we can object or support but must give 
reasons why we have come to this decision. The objections must be for planning reasons. So for example 
we cannot object if a business wishes to open next to a similar business but we could object if the is 
building is being extended so much it affects the street scene. If the town council objects the district council 
have to put it as an item on their planning committee for a decision. It is expected now that a member of 
the town council committee goes to the meeting and explains why we have objected.  If we do not object it 
will almost certainly be agreed by officers unless a number of residents or a Ward Councillor has objected 
and then again it will be sent to the planning committee for a decision.  
We want to make Whitnash a Dementia friendly town and I have now drafted a Dementia policy for the 
Town council. The full council have approved the policy and I will now work with partners such as the 
Alzheimer’s Society to produce an action plan to put the policy into practice.  Whitnash Town Council is a 
Local Member of the Dementia Action Alliance.  The Mayor also reminded Members about her Civic 
Service on Sunday, 11th October 2015 at 3.00 p.m. at Whitnash Methodist Church. 
 
 
54/15  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The minutes of the extraordinary and Town Council meetings held on 23rd July 2015 as 
circulated were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
 
55/15  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 
 
30/15 Police – Cllr McFadden said that Warwickshire Trading Standards are going to 
produce a ‘Bogus Bugle’ for Whitnash and this will be distributed with the winter edition 
of the Whitnash Tymes.  PC Neil Ward has left and there is a new PC Pete Yeardley. 
31/15 WDC Safer Communities – Cllr Heath serves on this panel.  There are still 
concerns about how dark it is under the canopy at Acre Close shops.  Cllr Heath will 
speak to Pete Cutts regarding this. 
39/15 Identity Badges and Business Cards – Jass Lall will be back from leave next 
week and a date will be arranged for an afternoon where Members who have not had 
their photos taken can do so. 
  
 
56/15  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Kirton was not present so there was no County Council report. 
 
Cllr Mrs J Falp - WDC 
August was a quieter month at the District Council with fewer meetings due to it being the holiday period. 
There was though still a range of training that covered the following: Working with the media, code of 
conduct, safeguarding and risk management, health and safety, grants and community initiatives, 
questioning skills and regional picture briefing. 
I have had two meetings with the Head of Environmental Health and Community Protection as shadow 
portfolio holder and my first meeting with the Head of Housing as shadow portfolio holder today.  
I have raised at two full council meetings my concerns that Warwick District Council rate payers are now 
possibly being expected to pay for Gypsy and Traveller sites, where as we were told in the previous 
administration that central government grants and the travellers themselves would pay for them. I fully 
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understand the need to set up transit sites for travellers going through the District, but do not agree that 
W.D.C. ratepayers should pay for permanent sites. I also disagree with using compulsory purchase to 
force land owners to sell. 
Planning committee is a big commitment at the District Council with a meeting every four weeks and site 
visits to some of the sites on a Saturday morning before the meeting. Planning guidance is such now that 
refusing applications is becoming almost impossible, but I still take each application on its merit and will go 
against an officer’s recommendation if I feel I have a good planning reason to do so.  
Cllr Heath – WDC 
Warwick District Council is still working on the Local Plan after it was refused by the Examiner.  There are 
points to address including working with Coventry to make up the shortfall of houses.  The Memorandum of 
Understanding will see 330 extra houses being built on top of the already 750 homes per year.  WDC is 
considering various Leisure Options to decide if facilities will be run as ‘in house’ or by outside bodies.  
Cars parking on the footpath outside St Margaret’s Centre are becoming a problem and there seems to be 
no co-operation from the Police.  Traffic Wardens are seldom seen in Whitnash and parking remains an 
issue in the town. 
 
 
57/15  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT 
 
The Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan has been approved by the Examiner and 
amendments as proposed were made accordingly.  Currently awaiting Warwick District 
Council to arrange the referendum.  Apparently it takes six weeks to organise the 
referendum to we have to wait until the new electoral register is published before the 
referendum can take place.  A provisional date has been set for 26 November 2015.  A 
YES campaign will be undertaken to promote the Neighbourhood Plan before the 
referendum.  Warwick District Council should be considering the Whitnash 
Neighbourhood Plan when determining Planning Applications. 
 
 
58/15  AUDITED ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2015 
 
The External Auditor has issued a certificate for the year ended 31st March 2015.  
Members proposed that the Audited Accounts are approved and adopted. 
 
 
59/15  APPROVE AND ADOPT GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2015 
 
The Grant Applications were approved in principle, but due to the 2012 version of the 
Grant Application being displayed on the website this will be delayed until the 1st October 
2015 in the event of receiving any late applications. 
 
 
60/15  WARWICK DISTRICT JOINT STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 
Warwick District Council has offered the following proposal to enable Parish & Town 
Council’s to fully participate in proceedings and be able to vote on matters, including if 
required Hearings into the conduct of Councillors. 
 
The proposal is that Parish & Town Council’s should be represented on the Committee 
by four Councillors as follows: 

 1 from a Council within Warwick Rural East Community Forum Area 
 1 from a Council within the Warwick Rural West Community Forum Area 
 2 from Council’s (but not the same Council) within the Community Forums 

representing the area of the Four Town Council’s 
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Members voted in favour of the proposal. 
 
 
61/15  CO-OPTION 
 
Cllr Adams has resigned.  The vacancy was advertised and an election was not 
requested so Whitnash Town Council can fill the vacancy by co-option.  Cllr Mrs Falp 
proposed that Mr Barry Franklin be co-opted onto the Town Council. 
 
 
62/15  REFUGEE CRISIS 
 
The Syrian refugee crisis was discussed at Warwick District Council and as Whitnash is 
not a housing authority the Town Council will support the District Council’s response and 
the Local Government Association motion on Refugees.  It was proposed that a letter is 
sent to the MP to ensure financial support for Local Authorities who will deal with the 
refugees for their five-year period of stay in the country. 
 
 
63/15  COMBINED AUTHORITIES UPDATE 
 
Warwickshire County Council has decided against joining the Birmingham Combined 
Authorities proposal. 
 
 
64/15  FRANKLIN ROAD / HEATHCOTE ROAD MINI ROUNDABOUT 
 
Issues relating to the mini roundabout were discussed with the representatives from 
Warwickshire County Council earlier in the meeting.  It was proposed that this is 
discussed with the Road Safety section at WCC to try and resolve the issue. 
 
 
65/15  WCC LENGTHSMAN SCHEME 
 
Details of the WCC Lengthsman Scheme were forwarded to all Members.  This was 
noted. 
 
 
66/15  REPORT BACK ON ARCHIVING 
 
The County Record Office is currently in the process of producing brief guides on how 
local organisations can best look after their records as well as how to prepare the 
records for deposit in the Record Office.  The records we deposit should not be in current 
or semi-current use (i.e. they are no longer necessary in the day-to-day running of the 
organisation and do not need to be consulted, added to or amended).  Basic advice was 
given. 
The County Records Office would accept agendas and minutes from Whitnash Town 
Council. They currently hold:  Minutes of the Parish Meeting, 1907-1968; Parish Council 
(2 volumes), 1940-1969; Town Council (2 files), 1980-1990. 
Cllr Mrs Falp proposed an article regarding Archiving is put in the Whitnash Tymes. 
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67/15  MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
Currently the minutes of committees are approved and adopted at the Town Council 
meeting.   
In our Standing Orders under ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETINGS it reads: 
k) In an election year, delivery by the Chairman of the Council and councillors of their acceptance of 
office forms unless the council resolves for this to be done at a later date. In a year which is not an election 
year, delivery by the Chairman of the Council of his acceptance of office forms unless the council resolves 
for this to be done at a later date; 
The following will be carried out during the municipal year: 
ii. Confirmation of the accuracy of the minutes of the last meeting of the council; 
iii. Receipt of the minutes of the last meeting of a committee;  
It does not mention 'signed’ or ‘draft' minutes.  Standing Orders to be amended to reflect 
that a Receipt of a report in the form of the draft minutes of the last meeting of a 
committee.   
 
 
68/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. WCC letter re Combined Authorities was noted. 
2. WCC Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Second Phase of Consultation. 

 
 
69/15  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
(43/1) - Accounts for payment accepted subject to receipts. 
 
No Payable Details Amount 

£ 
Cheque  
No 

2606 Midshire Telecom Office call charges August 2015        9.82  DD
2607 John Cooke Photography Mayoral portrait session       80.00  BACS
2608 Warwickshire Training 

Partnership 
Training Cllrs Adams & Cancilla       90.00  BACS

2611 Viking Office stationery       24.90  BACS
2615 NS Booth  Annual PAT Testing      108.00  BACS
2616 EON Street lighting Sept 2015       32.83  DD
2617 Playsafety Ltd Annual play equipment inspection     235.20  BACS
2618 Jenny Mason Fuel for mower       16.48  BACS
2619 HB Creative Civic service booklets     106.08  000046
2620 Oakwood Security Caretaker holiday cover sept      270.00  BACS
2621 Midshire Telecom Office calls September 2015         4.61  DD
2622 D Herbert Re-imburse safety gear Screwfix       52.98  002530

 G C Print Christmas raffle tickets 153.00 002528
 Leamington Mayor’s Charity Charity Curry Night 36.00 000044
 BABPA Annual Charity Dinner 70.00 000045
 Royal British Legion Poppy Wreath 2015 17.00 000047

Wages, pension and Inland Revenue contributions: 
 July 2015 Aug 2015 Sept 2015 Total 
Gross Wages 4972.65 5095.15 5538.90  
Employers NI 132.90 132.90 132.90  
Employers Pension 415.28 415.28 415.28  
Total Staff Cost 5520.83 5643.33 6087.08 17251.24
Income Tax 265.60 265.20 265.60  
NI Employer & Employee 272.76 272.76 272.76  
Inland Revenue Contributions 538.36 537.96 538.36 1614.68
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Expenditure over £500: 
Inv. 
Date 

WTC 
Ref. 

Payable to Detail Net 
£ 

Vat 
£ 

Gross 
£p 

Payment

16/09/15 2610 Kings Road Catering Mayor’s Afternoon Tea   690.00 000043 
28/09/15 2613 Landscape Group Mowing July – September 2015 768.00 153.60 921.60 BACS 
01/10/15  WDC Hall rates October 2015   648.00 D/D 

Grant income & expenditure exceeding £500: 
Grants received: 
None      

Grant spend: 
01/10/5 2614 Woodberry 3 x Benches 1229.83 245.97 1475.80 002529 
 

 
70/15  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
 
West Ward: Tree roots in Landor Road are a problem.  Footpath is uneven and 
apparently the tree roots are growing into the mains drain.  The height of the trees needs 
to be reduced.  The trees in question are from the junction of Franklin and Landor Roads.
Cllr Cancilla declared an interest. 
East Ward:  Nothing to report. 
North Ward: The bin outside Whitnash Sports and Social Club has still not been 
replaced.  Ascertain who cuts the grass at the entrance to the Sports and Social Club. 
South Ward:  Footpaths in Coppice Road need attention.  After the patching work in 
Coppice Road outside St Margaret’s School the area is holding water.  The road sign in 
Mullard Drive needs to be re-instated it is lying on the grass. 
 
 
71/15  REPORT ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Button proposed that the minutes of the Christmas Lights Working Group meeting 
held on 3rd September 2015 be received. 
 
 
72/15  REPORT ON FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Smart proposed that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 11th June 2015 be received. 
 
 
73/15  REPORT ON HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON:
 
Cllr Mrs Falp proposed that the minutes of the Hall and Playing Field committee 
meetings held on 10th September 2015 be received.   
 
 
74/15  REPORT ON PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 
Cllr McFadden proposed that the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 30th July and 
Cllr Smart proposed that the minutes of 3rd September 2015 be received. 
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75/15  WHITNASH TWINNING ASSOCIATION REPORT 
 
Eleven members went on the Twinning visit to Villebon.  Members were presented with a 
presentation plate. 
 
 
76/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Town Council meeting will be held on 22nd October 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED……………………………...……..DATE……………………………………... 
 
 
 


