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Minutes 01 / 15 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday, 25th June 2015 at 7.00 p.m.  

in  
Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 

 
 
PRESENT 

 
Councillors: 

 
Mrs J Falp 
A Barton 
P Birdi 
R Margrave 
S McFadden 
T Shepherd 
J Short 
B Smart 
R Sparkes 

 
Mayor 
 

  
Town Clerk: 

 
Jenny Mason 

 

  
Police:   0 

 
Press: 0   

 
Public: 0 

 
01/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Button, Cancilla, Kirton and Heath. 
Apologies for absence were accepted. 
 
 
02/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting. 
 
 
03/15  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
There was no public forum. 
 
 
04/15  CO-OPTION 
 
Cllr Nayar has resigned due to ill health.  The vacancy was advertised and an election 
was not requested so Whitnash Town Council could fill the vacancy by co-option.  
Cllr Smart proposed that Mr Parminder Singh Birdi be co-opted to the Town Council. 
Cllr Shepherd seconded this proposal.  All members present voted in favour of co-
opting Mr Parminder Singh Birdi to the Council.  The Town Council’s Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office and Code of Conduct were signed.   Members proposed that a 
letter is written to Cllr Nayar thanking him for his time on the Council and wishing him 
well for the future. 
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05/15  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Since the Mayor making ceremony in May I have been to a number of functions (14 in 
total) in the town and beyond. My Deputy Cllr Button also attended his first function on 
my behalf and is attending a function tonight.  
All functions where you represent the town are important but those in your own town 
are special. I hope all the organisations, and we are lucky to have many, will invite me 
to visit them in the coming months. So thank you so far to: 
Whitnash Primary School, Whitnash Women’s Institute, Whitnash Fun Day, Whitnash 
Dobson Lane Allotments, The Lawns Residential Home, Whitnash , Whitnash Juniors 
Football Club, Whitnash Youth Club and St Joseph’s Youth Club for coming out on a 
wet Saturday morning to help with the Big Tidy up along with Cllrs Smart and 
McFadden.  
We now have our Chairmen of committees and committee members and so I look 
forward to working with you all during the year. 
 
 
06/15  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
The minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 30th April and 21st May 2015 as 
circulated were approved and signed as a true record.  Cllr Birdi said he sent 
apologies for the meeting on 30th April 2015. 
 
 
07/15  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 
 
149/15 Brook Valley – Cllr Short raised concern that the Officer at Warwick District 
Council did not know which balancing pond at Brook Valley Members were concerned 
about.  The name plate on the bench at Brook Valley has been removed and it was 
proposed that plaque is replaced and located on another bench where it will not be 
vandalised.  Members are also concerned that Brook Valley is no longer a nature 
reserve, but a playing field.  Cllr Mrs Falp has also been asked to install ‘big boy’ 
swings on Washbourne Playing Fields. 
192/15 Correspondence – The grass verges in Franklin and Gleave Roads have 
been smoothed out, but still need to be tidied up. 
194/15 Ward Reports – Cllr Mrs Falp and the Clerk have been out with Mr Stacey 
from WDC and various issues flagged up for attention.  This work should be carried 
out in July. 
 
 
08/15  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Margrave: 
The first meeting Cllr Margrave attended is looking at ‘Combined Authorities’ in the 
West Midlands.  The intention is to create a combined authority for the West Midlands 
with the aims of co-ordinating economic growth in the region, undertaking public 
sector reform and negotiating the devolution of powers from the UK government.   the 
metropolitan councils for Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton invited other local authorities in the Coventry and Warwickshire, 
Black County and Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise Partnerships to join them 
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Cllr Mrs Falp: 
There has been an enormous amount of training taking place at the District Council 
since the election. This is to bring the 27 new Councillors out of 46 Councillors up to 
date as soon as possible with the issues and challenges facing the council in the 
coming months and to give them some guidance on the roles they may have on 
committees. Some training has been put down as mandatory for all.  This sounds 
sensible as even long standing Councillors can benefit from new thinking. BUT I did 
complain when I was told I would not be allowed to sit on the planning committee 
unless I had undertaken the day training provided a few days after the election. 
Having been a Town Councillor for 20 years and a District Councillor for 12 and 
having sat on the planning committee for schemes such as the giant Gateway 
application and on planning committees from February until the election I thought I 
had a tad more experience than those who had never been Councillors before and 
had just one days training!!! But as the ruling party have Portfolio holders now who 
have never been Councillors before they must think past experience is not necessary 
or relevant.  
Councillors Heath and Margrave and I were able to attend the second day training 
session as it was the day before the first planning meeting but I have and will be 
making representations about the training programme. 
With only us three Independents it has been difficult to cover all committees as we are 
entitled to have a place on all committees, but between Councillors Heath, Margrave 
and myself we have done so. 
I will prepare a paper before the next meeting that shows what committees we are on 
so you can go to the most appropriate one of us, though of course we work as a team 
and will cover for each other where we can. 
 
Members were concerned about the spate of anti-social behaviour and proposed that 
Pete Cutts is invited to the July Town Council meeting to see how this can be 
addressed as Police visibility in Whitnash has declined.  Cllr Mrs Falp will also 
address this when she meets with the Police Inspector in July. 
 
 
09/15  APPROVE END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 
 
The Annual End of Year and Governance Statement for 2014 – 2015 was approved, 
adopted and signed by the Mayor, Cllr Mrs Falp and Responsible Finance Officer.   
 
 
10/15  DIRECT DEBIT LIST 
 
The direct debit list for 2015 – 2016 was distributed to members and approved. 
 
 
11/15  DEMENTIA POLICY 
 
The Whitnash Town Council Dementia Policy was presented to Members for approval 
and adoption.  This is a working document and changes will be implemented as 
necessary.  The policy will initially be reviewed by the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee every six months and a draft of the Policy will be sent to Coventry and 
Warwickshire Dementia Portal for their comments and input.  The Policy was 
approved and adopted. 
Cllr Mrs Falp agreed to be the Dementia Champion for this year as it was her idea 
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and is part of her charity fundraising effort during her Mayoral term. 
 
 
12/15  FEASIBILITY STUDY 
 
The Whitnash Community Hub Feasibility Study has still not been completed.  
Funding sources have been identified.  When the Feasibility Study has been 
completed Cllr Mrs Falp will forward it to Members.  A small Working Group will be set 
up to do a Business Plan. 
Members were keen to see this project carried forward as previous Feasibility Studies 
have been fruitless.  Section 106 money could also be allocated towards funding for 
the Community Hub.  Cllr Margrave has obtained a Section 106 spreadsheet that will 
be forwarded to all Members. 
 
 
13/15  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 
Cllr Mrs Falp updated Members on Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan.  An Examiner has 
been appointed.  The examination should be completed in time to advertise the 
Referendum in the autumn edition of the Whitnash Tymes. 
 
 
14/15  WHITNASH EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
Coventry City Council, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council, Warwickshire County 
Council Resilience Team have requested that the Whitnash Emergency Plan be 
updated for 2015.  Need to update information and return to them.  Members were 
asked to forward any comments to the Clerk by 1 July 2015.  Once comments have 
been received the Mayor, Cllrs Mrs Falp, Cllr Smart and the Clerk will collate the 
information to forward to the Resilience Team. 
 
   
15/15  GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
 
Whitnash Town Council has exercised its right to use the General Power of 
Competence for the current electoral term and meets the criteria for eligibility (LA 2011 
s8) in that the number of councillors elected at the last ordinary election exceeds two 
thirds of its total number of councillors and the Clerk is qualified.  
 
 
16/15  HARBURY LANE / FOSSE WAY JUCTION 
 
Cllr McFadden has been in contact with the Neighbouring Parishes regarding the 
Harbury Lane / Fosse Way junction.  This junction is notorious for accidents and 
Harbury Parish Council has written to their MP Jeremy Wright raising concern about 
this busy junction and asking him to intervene. 
Members proposed that the Town Council send a letter to Chris White asking him to 
address this issue as well forwarding copies to Warwickshire County Council with Cllr 
McFadden’s suggested change to the road layout to improve safety.  
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17/15  WOODSIDE FARM / OTHELLO AVENUE / ASHFORD ROAD LAYOUT 
 
Cllr McFadden has also raised concern about the traffic congestion at the Harbury 
Lane / Bishops Tachbrook traffic lights at peak times and with the new central 
reservation recently installed at the pedestrian crossing at the end of Ashford and 
Tachbrook Roads the congestion will increase.  There is also a bus stop in close 
proximity to the pedestrian crossing which means the traffic builds up even more when 
the bus stops causing even more congestion in this area.  Members proposed that an 
Engineer from Warwickshire County Council highways is invited to the Town Council 
meeting in July / September to try and resolve this issue. 
 
 
18/15  CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU 
 
Warwick District Citizens Advice Bureau Trustee Board has invited Whitnash Town 
Council to nominate a Trustee to their Board following the recent elections. The CAB 
has some town councils represented as well as district and county nominees but 
would like all town councils to participate.  The Clerk will send a copy of the duties and 
skills / qualities needed to all Members so that a representative can be nominated at 
the July Council meeting. 
 
 
19/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. A copy of the letter Harbury Parish Council sent to Jeremy Wright MP was 
forwarded to all members.  As proposed in item 16/15 Whitnash Town Council 
will send a letter to Chris White MP. 

 
 
20/15  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
(193/15) - Accounts for payment accepted subject to receipts.) 
 
No Payable Details Amount 

£ 
Cheque 
No 

2534 Fortress Hall bins June – Sept 2015 226.11 BACS 
2535 Whitnash Home & Garden Bench installation 80.00 002513 
2538 Midshire Telecom Call Charges 7.81 BACS 
2539 EON Community Hall Electricity 33.94 BACS 
2540 HB Creative Civic Dinner printing 30.00 000031 
2541 Jenny Mason (Screwfix) Castors for filing cabinet 2.49 BACS 
2542 BT Community Hall line rental 71.96 BACS 
2543 Jenny Mason (Whitnash Library) Magnifier 2.75 BACS 
CXD Cheque cancelled CXD CXD 002514 

 Whitnash Post Office Stamps 54.00 002515 
 Whitnash Charitable Trust Past Mayor’s Charity donation 12.50 000032 
 Macmillan Cancer Support Past Mayor’s Charity donation 12.50 000033 

Expenditure over £500: 
Invoice 

Date 
WTC 
Ref. 

Payable to Detail Net 
£ 

Vat 
£ 

Gross 
£ 

   NO EXPENDITURE OVER £500    

Grant income & expenditure exceeding £500: 
Grants received 
 NO GRANTS RECEIVED     
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21/15  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 
 
North Ward: Bins at Home Farm Crescent shops has not been replaced yet.  The 
planter on Whitnash Road has been vandalised – new plants have been removed.  
The margins of Whitnash and Heathcote Roads are scattered with litter.  The hydrant 
sign outside 34 / 36 Heathcote Road has been broken off.  A litter bin is needed at the 
bus stop near Elderfield on Whitnash Road. 
East Ward:  Nothing to report 
West Ward: The missing litter bin outside Sports & Social Club has been reported.  
Litter is a problem at the bus shelter in Franklin Road a bin is needed there. Weeds 
are growing through the curb stones in Landor and Moorhill Roads.  Some kerb 
stones are damaged and there are a number of sunken manhole covers around the 
town.  Trees need trimming back in Verdun Close as well.   Line painting and road 
markings in Whitnash are faded and need to be redone. 
South Ward: Road sign for Mullard Drive near Box Close needs to be re-instated.  
Vehicles parking on grass verges and footpaths in Franklin and Rowley Roads and 
also on Woodward Close.  The storm water drain outside 18 Morse Road is blocked. 
The substation near the Plough and Harrow Pub needs to be tidied up. 
 
Cllr Birdi will try and locate a copy of the historical data sheets that used to be 
completed when reporting issues in and around Whitnash. 
 
Members reported that parking on footpaths and grass verges is a major ongoing 
problem in Whitnash and proposed that an article is placed in the autumn edition of 
the Whitnash Tymes to raise awareness of the issue.  Speeding is also an ongoing 
issue and this should also be addressed in the Whitnash Tymes.  Golf Lane will 
become busier when the new developments are completed and traffic calming 
measures may need to be implemented. 
 
 
22/15  REPORT ON CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Margrave proposed that the minutes of the Christmas Lights Working Group 
meeting held on 4th June 2015 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
23/15  REPORT ON FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON: 
 
Cllr Smart proposed that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee meeting held on 11th June 2015 be approved and adopted. 
 
 
24/15  REPORT ON PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 
Cllr McFadden proposed that the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 4th June 
2015 be approved and adopted. 
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25/15  WHITNASH TWINNING ASSOCIATION REPORT 
 
There are vacancies for Town Council representatives on the Twinning Association.  
The German Twinning visit takes place from 2nd – 9th August 2015. 
The Mayor has asked Cllr Smart to deliver a message from her at the French 
Twinning visit as she is unable to attend. 
  
 
26/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Town Council meeting will be held on 23rd July 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
 
There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED……………………………...……..DATE……………………………………... 
 
 
 


