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Minutes 11/19 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday, 14th March 2019 

at 7.00 p.m. in  

Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: 

 

T Shepherd 

A Barton 

S Button 

G Cancilla 

Mrs J Falp 

B Franklin 

S McFadden 

D Sage 

B Smart 

R Sparkes 

S Vaughan 

 

Mayor 

 

  

Town Clerk: 

 

Jenny Mason 

 

Police:  1     

Public:  1 

 

 

 

164/19  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Heath, Kirton, Margrave and Short.  Apologies 

for absence were accepted. 

 

 

165/19  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting. 

 

 

166/19  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

There is no public forum. 

 

 

167/19  POLICE 

 

Cllr Shepherd read this report in the absence of the Police. 
Please accept the team’s apologies for not attending this meeting.  
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This month’s crime figures are as follows: 

Anti-Social Behaviour – 4 Incidents – There has been four incidents of ASB since the last meeting which is a big 

reduction from eleven incidents last time. The four incidents have involved youths causing issues at the rear of St 

Margaret’s Church, and anti-social noise issues from loud exhausts which has been dealt with by words of warning 

and consideration of Sec 59.  

Burglary – 2 This has been changed to one as one of the incidents was vehicle interference.  

Damage – 1   

Drugs –1– report of dealing on Tachbrook Rd 

Vehicle crime –8– Three vehicles left unlocked, power tools taken, two entered via unknown means, two of the 

vehicles had been damaged by scratches on panels of the vehicles. Two of the incidents were family related.  As 

stated at the last community forum, The Police have had some excellent results which has led to arrests more 

information can be seen on the Leamington Police Facebook page or Whitnash Neighbourhood page.  

Priorities for the next six months: 

• Vehicle Crime – to focus on theft from vehicles.   Officers will be heading out at key times to catch offenders in 
the act and will be continuing to encourage residents about the steps that they can take to protect their vehicle 
from being targeted by criminals and also urge residents to report suspicious activity to police as soon as it 
happens. 

• Intelligence Led Drugs Patrols – Officers to work in plain clothes to target areas where     there is suspected 
drug dealing.  Due to continued intelligence coming in form a member of the public.  We have identified an area 
for dealing, a route the dealers take and two properties that possibly may be storing the drugs, not enough for a 
warrant yet but a good start. 

• ASB in parks – minimum of two patrols per week. The parks have been very quiet at the moment due to the 
weather conditions but we have still been making patrols and will continue to do so. 

 

 

168/19  LEAMINGTON TRASH FRIENDS 

 

No one arrived to address the meeting. 

 

 

169/19  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Since the last Council meeting, I have attended all committees and Hub steering group meetings.  

I have attended the Short Mat Bowls Annual Dinner at the Golf Club.  A brilliant Irish Music evening at the Irish Club. 

Held a fundraiser for my Charity at Whitnash Sports and Social Club.  Attended the Chairman of Warwick District 

Councils Civic Service.  Attended the Women’s Day of Prayer Service at Whitnash Methodist church. 

I am pleased to say a new Height Restrictor has been installed at Washbourne Playing Fields to reinforce the gated 

entrance from Landor Road. 
Cllr T Shepherd - Mayor 

 

 

170/19  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 14th February 2019 as circulated were 

approved and signed as a true record.  

 

 

171/19  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 

 

146/19 Public Forum – The suggestion will be discussed at the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee meeting. 
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152/19 WCC Report – Cllr Mrs Falp reported that Safer Routes to schools have carried out the 

work at St Joseph’s School.  Palmer Road resurfacing will start on 22nd March 2019.  Cllr Mrs 

Falp also reported that their representative from the Local Government Association sadly passed 

away. 

 

 

172/19  OUTSTANDING PROJECTS / ACTIONS / DECISIONS LIST  

 

Church Close - An email was received from Stonewater Housing on 13th March 2019 eventually 

confirming that the section of road adjacent to their car park at St Margaret’s House is their 

responsibility.  They had started a section 20 consultation due to the cost of the work.  This is a 

3 month process they legally have to follow.  Cllr Barton requested this item is placed on the 

agenda for the Town Council meeting on 20th June 2019 to ascertain what progress has been 

made. 

Community map – This project will be removed from the outstanding projects list as it has been 

on the list since 12th April 2018 and there has been no progress or update. 

 

 

173/19  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

Warwickshire County Council Report: 
I have attended the following meetings since the last full Town Council meeting. 

Full council with Health Inter-grated services being the topic (good range of speakers and debate), Joint Strategic 

Needs assessment (again health) follow up and actions meeting following the consultation and results from the 

Whitnash, Tachbrook, Warwick Gates and Brunswick area. At the Resources meeting a good discussion took place 

on the target figures for attendance by the fire brigade. The role of fire fighters is very different these days with road 

traffic accidents being a large part of their work. There is a large motorway network through Warwickshire and this 

may mean fire stations built many years ago are now not in the right place to get crews to accidents quickly. Ways 

of working with residents and other services on prevention is also undertaken along with animal rescue, flooding, 

major incidents and tragic events such as drownings and yes fires. The hot summer last year gave a rise in fires and 

the force also added other areas in dealing with these as well as those in Warwickshire. You may also on discharge 

from hospital be brought home by two members of the fire service who are contacted by the hospital and can get 

you home much quicker than waiting for an ambulance. They will make sure you are safe, offer a fire safety check 

in the future and wait with you if you have family or friends coming to be with you.   

I try to attend the Cabinet meeting when held and other committees if the agenda has something that may impact or 

help Whitnash. I also Chair the Community Forum for Whitnash, we only meet twice a year now (plus two planning 

meetings) and I was pleased along with the planning committee of Cllrs Heath, Margrave, Smart and local resident 

Sue Hogarth to put forward five organisations to receive grants at the February meeting. The police always give a 

report at these meetings and priorities for their local work are set. A presentation on walking for health was given 

this time and an update on the Hub project.   

My County email address judyfalp@warwickshire.gov.uk or Cllr.falp@warwickshire.gov.uk and phone number 

07771339183 

Cllr Judy Falp, Warwickshire County Councillor 

Cllr Mrs Falp had met with the County Council Highways Officer and various bushes around Montgomery Road and 

Dobson Lane will be cut back.  Verges at Franklin / Moorhill Road junction will be looked into along with other issues 

identified. 

 

Warwick District Council Reports: 
A busy month for meetings with Full Council, Scrutiny, People Strategy Steering Group, Executive, Shadow Portfolio 

meeting, Health Scrutiny and Members and Trade Unions meeting covering for Cllr Heath. Reading the paperwork 

mailto:judyfalp@warwickshire.gov.uk
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and sometimes researching the topics before the meeting does take time. Thankfully most decisions and work arising 

from them are then undertaken by officers with members having reports at later meetings on how things are going. 

I was pleased to second a budget amendment from the Green party member Ian Davison asking that money up to 

£90,000 be put from the Housing Revenue Budget towards looking at sustainable housing and ways of cutting 

heating costs in council housing. This was agreed by full council at the budget debate. Meetings do seem to be 

getting longer though this might just be due to items needing to be confirmed or completed before the elections.   

Cllr Judy Falp, Warwick District Councillor   

 

Since the last meeting I have attended a second meeting of the Creative Quarter Group. At the first one I suggested 

that the Clubland area be taken out of the master plan as it was too far away from the other areas. Thankfully that 

was agreed by the consultants CDP in time for the second meeting last week which has now finalised the scheme 

which will have been approved by the Executive on the 6th March. 

There have been further meetings with Debbie and Paddy along with Cllr Falp to discuss the Hub. Judy will update 

you since the good news of the Sport England granting our application for £150k. 

The meeting I had with the Football Association regarding funding improvements to our pitches was, I think, fruitful 

and we could have heard by this meeting what we can achieve. This money is extra to the Hub funding. 

I attended the Lord Mayor of Coventry Civic Service and lunch on the 10th of February. There were 60 other civic 

guests who joined in. 

At the February meeting of WDC I moved a motion for our MP’s to write to Sajid Javid, Home Secretary, asking him 

to change the law on trespass from civil to criminal to make it easier for the Police to deal with unauthorised 

encampments of travellers. This was supported by the Conservatives and Greens but not Labour or Liberal 

Democrats. You will have read about it I am sure. 

Another busy planning meeting on the 26th but not as late finishing as the previous two. Once again, no Whitnash 

plans were involved but there was criticism of Parishes, especially Lapworth, who object to plans but never turn up 

to state their case. There are proposals to change the system on this to save our time. 

This is the last but one meeting before the elections and I would like to thank both Judy and Rob for their help during 

the last four years and look forward to being elected for another four. 

Cllr Tony Heath, Warwick District Councillor  

 

No report was received from Cllr Margrave 

 

 

174/19  COMMUNITY HUB UPDATE 

 

The Sport England funding and Public Works Loan for the news Community Hub has been 

granted.  Both have conditions that need to be adhered to. 

A quotation has been received from BT Openreach for providing fibre to the new Community Hub 

 

 

175/19  COMMUNITY HUB INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

 

The Community Hub Income and Expenditure report was forwarded to all Members. 

Cllr Barton raised concern about the £3,771.62 overspend on Phase 1 of the project. 

 

 

176/19  COMMUNITY HUB QUOTATION 

 

BT Openreach:  A quotation has been received from BT Openreach to provide Fibre to the 

Community Hub premises, infrastructure and 5pr copper solution (5 lines) for a total of £5,584.51.  

Members proposed this quotation is accepted. 
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The Town Clerk raised a query regarding the Public Liability Insurance in the BT contract that 

needs to be signed. 

 The BT contract regarding insurance says: 

4. INSURANCE 
4.1     Both parties shall at their own cost have and keep in place, insurance which covers its obligations in this 

Contract up to the point BT issue a Quality Certificate to the Developer or if terminated before a Quality 

Certificate is issued, up to the point this Contract is terminated. The insurance must include the following: 

(a) Employer’s Liability insurance in accordance with the Employer’s Liability (Compulsory Insurance) 
Act 1969;  

(b) Public Liability insurance to cover loss of or damage to property or the death of or personal injury to 
any person arising from an act or omission by either party or its employees, agents or subcontractors 
in relation to the performance of this Contract. 

4.2     The insurance in clause 4.1 (b) must have a maximum limit on the cover it provides of at least £5 million for 

each and every claim with no cap on the number of claims that can be made. 

4.3     Each party must provide evidence of the insurance cover if so, requested by the other. 

 

BT does not specify what our obligations are under the Contract (referred to in paragraph 4.1). 

The Town Council Insurers have advised us that the contractual obligations may impose 

something else on the Town Council and this should be clarified prior to entering into the contract 

with BT. The Project Officer at Warwick District Council has been asked to get clarity regarding 

this clause. 

Pulse Associates:  Cllr Mrs Falp has received an email from the Project Officer with a quotation 

from Pulse Associates to carry out work for phase 2 of the Community Hub project for an amount 

of £24,500.  Members agreed to accepting this quotation in principle subject to no change in the 

price or contract.  A clawback clause should be included in the contract.  

Floodlights for pitches on Acre Close Playing Field:  The current flood lights need to be 

replaced when the new Community Hub is built.  Cllr Mrs Falp put forward two proposals and 

asked Members to make a decision: 

1. Floodlights are placed on Acre Close (Whitnash Town Council land) with an external 

switch in a secure box with a sub meter for the floodlights. 

2. Floodlights are placed on Whitnash Sports and Social Club land powered by Club. 

Members considered the option and proposed that the floodlights are placed on Acre Close 

Playing Field. 

A legal agreement will need to be drawn up between Whitnash Town Council and Whitnash 

Sports and Social Club with regard to maintenance and electricity costs. 

Ten Members voted in favour.  

Cllr Sparkes declared an interest and did not vote. 

  

 

177/19  COMMUNITY HUB CONTRACTORS 

 

The CDM Adviser has asked whether the Town Council will require Disclosure and Barring 

Service checks in place for the main contractor.  Town Council will need to decide what degree 

of contact the contractor is likely to have with children or vulnerable adults considering that the 

site is on the playing fields. Baily Garner have suggested that Town Council may wish to request 

that rather than insisting that all the workers have DBS checks, that it may be appropriate to 

request DBS for the Site Manager only. The Site Manager is responsible for all the workers on 

site and you may therefore see this as a proportionate way of managing the risk.   
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Members proposed that the site Manage is responsible for all the workers as the construction 

area will be fenced off. 

 

 

178/19  TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER NOMINATIONS FOR POSITIONS OF MAYOR ELECT 

AND DEPUTY MAYOR ELECT FOR 2019 - 2020 

 

Cllr Margrave was nominated as Mayor Elect for 2019 – 2020 by Cllr McFadden and the 
nomination was seconded by Cllr Franklin. 
Cllr Barton was nominated as Deputy Mayor Elect for 2019 – 2020 by Cllr Mrs Falp and this 

nomination was seconded by Cllr Button.   

All Members voted in favour of both nominations. 

 

179/19  CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no correspondence. 

 

 

180/19  SCHEDULE OF APPROVED PAYMENTS MADE 

 

The Schedule of Approved Payments from 7th February 2019 to 5th March 2019 was noted. 

 

 

181/19  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

East:  The path on the new AC Lloyd development near the play area and pond is wearing away.  

This will be sorted. 

North: Nothing to report. 

South:  Notice board at Mallory Grange has been erected.  Cllr Mrs Falp is trying to ascertain if 

the allotments at Mallory Grange will be transferred to the Town Council or if the ‘management 

company will look after them. 

West:  Parking outside school is still an issue and the faded no parking sign needs to be replaced.  

 

 

18/19  REPORT OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP 

 

Cllr Button proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Christmas Lights Working 

Group meeting held on 7th February 2019 are received. 

 

 

183/19  REPORT OF COMMUNITY HUB COMMITTEE MEETING  

 

Cllr Mrs Falp proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Finance and General 

Purposes committee meeting held on 7th February 2019 are received. 
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184/19  REPORT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Cllr Franklin proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 7th February 2019 are received. 

 

 

185/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The next Town Council meeting will be held on 11th April 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 

There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and declared 

the meeting closed. 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED……………………………...……. DATE……………………………………... 

 

 


