
Minutes 04/19 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17th October 2019 

at 7.00 p.m. in  

Whitnash Community Hall, Acre Close, Whitnash. 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: 

 

R Margrave 

A Barton 

S Button 

Mrs L Burkinshaw 

Mrs J Falp 

B Franklin 

W Pickett 

T Shepherd 

B Smart 

S Vaughan (19h15) 

 

Mayor 

Deputy 

  

Town Clerk: 

 

Jenny Mason 

 

Police:  0    Public:  2 

 

 

 

78/19  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Cancilla, Heath, Mc Fadden and Sparkes.       

Apologies for absence were accepted. 

 

 

79/19  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting. 

 

 

80/19  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

There was no public forum. 

 

 

81/19  POLICE 

 

Report was read by Cllr Margrave: 

 
Apologies from all the team unfortunately we cannot make the meeting tonight.  

This month’s crime figures are as follows: 



ASB – 7 reported –several neighbour disputes.  Kids on Motorbikes riding up around Golf Lane, Kids hanging outside 

One Stop at 1am.  kid knocking on doors and running away 

Burglary – 3 reported. St Joseph’s Church, nothing taken but items damaged while trying to remove the cash box.  

Fieldgate Lane whilst owners away on holiday.   

Damage – 1 reported.   Airbnb damaged by the people staying there   

Drugs – 2 reported.  A person smoking cannabis on Admiral Way.  Suspected drug dealing Justice Close 

Vehicle crime – 9 reported.  Several cars broken into, some left open and a vehicle scratched. 

Overall, we have had 135 incidents reported which is slightly more than the 115 reported the previous month.  This is not 

an indication crime is increasing it’s a result of people being able to report it easily.  

 

1. Policing priorities from the Community forum are: 

• Drugs – Acting on intel from residents  

• Parking – schools and problem areas 

• Vulnerable People – identifying vulnerable people in the area and signposting them to the right agencies, 
help, social support.  

2. Due to an increase in the vehicle crime Rachel is now patrolling through the night with PC’s from the other teams 

in a joint effort to reduce the car crime. 

 

82/19  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Thank you everyone for your support you have shown me and the card, following my dad’s passing away. 

I supported the Mayor Southam at a charity concert, a Quiz Night held in support my nominated charity for the year, 

CICRA, and the Whitnash Civic Service for which I received many positive comments on the theme, style and duration of 

the service. 

Cllr R Margrave - Mayor 

 

83/19  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 12th September 2019 as circulated were approved 

and signed as a true record.  

 

 

84/19  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 

 

67/19 – Outstanding projects / actions / decision list – Cllr Margrave said they are still waiting to include 

the new estates on the map. 

 

 

85/19   OUTSTANDING PROJECTS / ACTIONS / DECISIONS LIST  

 

Still waiting for new estates to be included on the map. 

 
 

86/19  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

Warwickshire County Council Report: 

As well as attending a range of meetings and Training sessions this month I have been able to attend two things that were 

of great Interest. 

The first was the start of the men’s’ cycle race in Warwick. It started from the racecourse and ended later in the day in the 

Burton Dassett Hills. A number of well know riders took part. I was chatting to a couple from Leicester who were telling me 



they go all over the country to watch the cycling as do many others. They had not stopped overnight this time but do 

sometimes as do others. The County Council and District Councils both put money into the economic viability of the area 

and these types of events especially if televised as this helps bring visitors to the area. 

I did find it strange though that this healthy activity of cycling needed so many vehicles following, from tyre vans, police, 

ambulances and endless cars with spare bikes! 

Following two officers from the Fire Brigade coming to the Whitnash Forum I was invited by the Leamington Station 

Commander Paul Whittaker to visit the station.  I sit on the Resources Committee at the County Council which monitors 

the fire brigade. We had brief discussion at the forum about working together for Whitnash and we both wanted to follow 

this up with more dialogue. I was pleased to arrange a meeting date. Paul will try to attend the next Forum meeting and 

we discussed ways that what they do (not just fight fires) could be communicated to our residents. Paul will look to provide 

articles for the Tymes and I have a range of leaflets to distribute to organisations. They are also looking for further ways to 

work with the police and local authorities. I was then very lucky to see close up their latest piece of kit. I call them Simon 

Snorkels but I am sure Cllr Barton can tell us the correct title!  

Wow what an improvement on the current vehicle in use. Easier to use, so many more features and faster to get ready for 

action. Training is still taking place for the firefighters to use it but it is hoped to be in use by the end of this month. It will 

be used across the County but stationed at Leamington. The current machine will still be used if more than one appliance 

is needed or one is on call.        

My County e mail address judyfalp@warwickshire.gov.uk or Cllr.falp@warwickshire.gov.uk and phone number 

07771339183 

Cllr Mrs Judy Falp, County Councillor for Whitnash 

Warwick District Council Reports: 
 

Meetings continue to fill my diary but I am pleased that the Climate Change Working Group meetings will mean that a 

report for the November Executive meeting will be tabled following the Climate Emergency declaration in June. The 

Executive agrees that this must have high priority in all ways we work in the future. 

I have now been in the role of Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Protection for almost six months. I have been 

very impressed with the work of the department, much of it statutory. It is a small team with a range of qualifications and 

experience that cover everything from Licencing, Food Inspections, Community Safety, CCTV, Air Quality Monitoring, 

Noise monitoring, The Voluntary Sector, Health, The Councils’ Commitment to the Armed Forces and Pest control 

(apologies for the services I may have forgotten to list). The head of the department Marianne Rolfe is also leading on 

preparing the council for Brexit! 

In the fees and charges going to the next full council will be a charge for putting poison down for rat infestation. All the 

advice currently given will be free such as not putting down to much bird seed and repairing broken drains and a visit will 

be offered if needed. Also, non- toxic measurers will be free. If poison bait has to be used though we will now charge. 

Those on certain benefits will be considered for a lower or free charge.  

I was assured charging would not cause a significant rise in the rat population and the Scrutiny committee at the District 

Council along with the shadow portfolio holders will check what data we can gather twelve months after the charge is first 

introduced.  

Cllr Mrs Judy Falp, Warwick District Councillor for Whitnash 

Councillors asked if Warwick District Council would be following suit and be charging for green waste 

collection and disposal?  Warwick District Council are currently discussing the new contract.  Council 

Members were not in favour of being charged as residents currently pay council tax and charging for 

green waste collection and disposal could possibly result in less recycling of green waste. 

Since our last meeting I have attended Overview & Scrutiny Committee and an “Authority Monitoring Report” (AMR) 

Briefing, which is a report that tells how well the District Council is doing against the Local Plan. This report is publicly 

available, but shows planned houses are currently in line with expectations, but in next 4 years will go substantially over 

the requirement before dropping back under the target. They have 6500 houses with active planning applications. They 

have granted permission for 28% affordable homes, and completed 39%. Both figures below the 40% requirement. 

Business premises vacancies are at between 8 and 12%. 

Cllr R Margrave, Warwick District Councillor for Whitnash. 

  

mailto:judyfalp@warwickshire.gov.uk


 

87/19  COMMUNITY HUB INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

 

The Civic Centre and Library income and expenditure was emailed to all Members. 

 

Cllr Mrs Falp explained that further drainage investigations by MLM Group have to be done and this 

would cost in the region of £24 655.00 and would have to be carried out before the value engineering 

can be decided. 

Members approved this expenditure. 

 

 

88/19  ADOPT SIGNED AUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2019 

 

The External Auditor has issued a certificate for the year ended 31st March 2019.  Members proposed 
that the signed Audited Accounts are approved and adopted. 
A vote of thanks was proposed for Kerry and Jenny. 
 

   

89/18  ADOPT GRANT APPLICATIONS FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

 

The (LGA 1972 section 137) grant applications for 2019 submitted by the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee were approved. 

 

Organisation Application for Grant Approved 

Warwick District Remembers 

 

Staging a concert at Pump Room Gardens in 

conjunction with Leamington Town Council 

£500 

Whitnash Youth Club Hall Hire Costs and insurance £405 

Whitnash Fun Day and Proms in 

the Park 

Hall and Field Hire, Insurance, Health & 

Safety Stewards 

£857.50 

Whitnash Twinning Association Grant money will be used to entertain 

guests from Villebon Sur Yvette and take 

them to visit places of interest. 

£537.50 

 

Cllr Barton, Button and Smart declared an interest in the Warwick District Remembers Grant application. 

Cllrs Mrs Falp and Margrave declared an interest in the Youth Club Grant application. 

Cllrs Barton declared an interest in the Fun Day Grant application. 

Cllrs Barton, Margrave and Smart declared an interest in the Whitnash Twinning Association Grant application. 

 

 

90/19  APPROVE LEGAL DEEDS AND DOCUMENTS 

 

There were no legal deeds or documents to approve at the meeting. 

 

  



 

91/19  MALLORY GRANGE ALLOTMENTS 

 

There are a number of issues at the site that the District are not happy with and they will be taking 
this up with Persimmon.  Warwick District Council cannot find any documentation about wooden 
fencing around the allotment plots. Persimmon Homes have asked what standard we would want 
to consider in taking over the allotments.  Cllr Mrs Falp said it would have to be as good as the 
Chesterton Allotments in East Whitnash – proper fencing, water taps, paths between the allotments 
and adequate parking. Whitnash Town Council do not want to take on this allotment site in the 
present condition. 
 

 

92/19  NOVEMBER 2019 HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS MEETING 

 

Cllr Barton requested that the Hall and Playing Fields meeting on 28th November 2019 be changed 

to 31st October 2019.  Members agreed to amending the meeting date to October 2019 

 

 

93/19  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2019 

 

Cllr Button said the preparations for Christmas Lights 2019 were going well and requested 

donations of wine for the raffle prize along with chocolates for the chocolate Tombola stall.  Elves 

are also needed on the day.  Please contact Cllr Button if you would like to be an elf or know 

someone who does. Help on the day is great, but help after the event would really be appreciated 

as everyone goes home and the same councillors end up doing all the work after the event. 

Father Christmas has been poorly, but will hopefully be well enough for the event. 

 

 

94/19  BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

 

Cllr Mrs Falp would like to see an up to date Whitnash Business Directory either an electronic 

version or a printed version.  This will entail additional work.  Cllr Barton suggested replacing an 

edition of the Whitnash Tymes with a business directory?  This will be discussed at the next Finance 

and General Purposes Committee meeting in November 2019. 

 

 

95/19  CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no correspondence. 

 

 

96/19  SCHEDULE OF APPROVED PAYMENTS MADE 

 

The Schedule of Approved Payments from 5th September 2019 to 8th October 2019 was noted. 

Members voted in favour.   

Cllr Mrs Burkinshaw abstained as she had not read the Schedule of Approved Payments. 

 



 

97/19  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

East:  Nothing to report 

North:  There is still rubbish at the substation next to the hairdressers in Home Farm Crescent.  

This was reported at the Town Council meeting in September 2019. 

South:  Nothing to report. 

West:  Nothing to report. 

 

 

98/19  REPORT OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP MEETINGS HELD ON 

 

Cllr Button proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Christmas Lights Working 

Group meetings held on 5th September 2019 and 3rd October 2019 are received. 

 

 

99/19  REPORT OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

 

Cllr Mrs Burkinshaw proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee meeting held on 19th September 2019 are received. 

 

 

100/19  REPORT OF HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  

 

Cllr Barton proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Hall and Playing Fields 

Committee meeting held on 26th September 2019 are received. 

 

 

101/19  REPORT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 

 

Cllr Franklin proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Planning Committee 

meetings held on 4th September 2019 and 3rd October 2019 are received. 

 

 

102/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The next Town Council meeting will be held on 14th November 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the 

meeting closed. 

 

 

 

SIGNED……………………………...……. DATE……………………………………... 

 

 


