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Minutes 10/20 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th April 2020 

at 7.00 p.m.  

This was a remote meeting held at various locations 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: 

 

R Margrave 

A Barton 

Mrs L Burkinshaw 

S Button 

G Cancilla 

B Colledge 

Mrs J Falp 

B Franklin 

A Heath 

S McFadden 

T Shepherd 

B Smart 

R Sparkes 

 

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Town Clerk: 

 

Jenny Mason 

 

 

A minute silence was held for ex Councillor Bernard Kirton and Mrs Pam Smart 

 

 

177/20  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

 

178/20  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.   

Cllr Sparkes declared an interest as a Member of the Whitnash Sports and Social Club. 

 

 

179/20  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

There was no public forum. 

 

 

180/20  POLICE 

 

The Police Report was emailed to all Members.  April 2020 crime figures are as follows: 

 
ASB – 9 reported mainly personally targeted, neighbour disputes.  No patterns.  
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Burglary – 2, one at an empty property on Brunswick Street and the other was an attempt at Rambures Close, 

four males in a car trying the front door handle when greeted by the occupant they jumped back in the car but 

shouted for his car keys 9he has a BMW, 3 series)    

Damage – 1 reported.  Whitnash primary has had a window damaged.   

Drugs – None reported. 

Vehicle crime – 4 reported, one theft of laptop (Heathcote Rd), two have had wing mirrors damaged (Coppice Rd 

and Golf Lane) and one is an employee not returning his works vehicle.  

Overall, we have had 136 incidents reported this month, which is an increase.  I expected it to be higher as we are 

getting daily calls from people telling on their neighbours for making unnecessary journeys/house parties etc.     

The team are patrolling Whitnash as much as we can.   Our aim is to be out engaging with the community, educating 

them with the Government Guidelines and encouraging people to stay at home.   

With regards to our priorities we are patrolling the parks and sign posting the vulnerable if they come to our attention 

to the right help/agencies but obviously not able to deal with school parking.  

If anything is reported to you, please get people to ring it in on 101.  If that is a problem, send us an email. 

Stay safe Steve, Jess and Rachel  

 

 

181/20  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The last event the Mayor attended was the Mayor of Solihull’s Charity Dinner. 

 

 

182/20  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 12th March 2020 and 19th March 2020 as 

circulated were approved.  The minutes were not signed as this was a remote meeting.  They 

will be signed at the next face to face meeting.  

 

 

183/20  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 

 

189/20 Reports from Ward Councillors – South Ward – Cllr Cancilla questioned the bollards.  

Only emergency repair work is currently being carried out due to the covid19. 

 

 

184/20  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 
Warwickshire County Council Report: 

Health and Community Protection 

Hi all hope you are keeping well and safe. 

The latest stats I have are from Tuesday 14th April. These cover parcels delivered from the Shielding Hub, PPE 

equipment, Forum Grant Scheme and Covid19 cases and sadly deaths. 

There have been 1773 parcels delivered and it was expected that another 1000 would be delivered over the coming 

week. I have asked for other statistics such as how many on list for our area, how many have taken up the offer 

etc. I will forward that information to you all when I receive them. Marianne Rolfe Head of Community Health and 

Protection is working on producing a Tier 2 protocol so parcels and support can be given to more people, depending 

on need. These will be extra to the Tier 1 list that came from the N.H.S Listings. 

Rose Winship and Elizabeth Young from our District Council have got the Shielding Hub up and running in an 

efficient, timely and effective way.  If you know of people who really need help, please ring or get them to ring 0800 

406 1447 or 01926 456111 

The County Council reported last week that they have received 40% of their requested amount of PPE Equipment 

and that was covering the current need with more arriving now the Logistics had been sorted. Care homes in some 

parts of Coventry where some of our residents have now received PPE from the County. The District Council 

currently has an appropriate amount of PPE for the needs of its staff 
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There will be increased amounts of testing for N.H.S staff from this week. 

County Councillors have been asked to state how much of their Councillor Grant funding they are willing to put into 

grants for Covid19 issues that need funding, such as volunteer driving expenses. A criterion for who can apply and 

what types of schemes likely to be considered is currently being produced.  

Nationally there have been 88,621 Covid19 cases with 11,329 deaths. In Warwickshire there have been 625 cases 

with 197 deaths.  

For updated daily stats please go to https://www.england.nhs/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths  

There is still capacity within our local hospitals, but should it be needed the new Nightingale Hospital at the NEC 

will be available. This will be run and staffed by the Birmingham Hospital Trusts. 

For updated stats and Information please go to www.warwickdc.gov.uk /www.warwickshire.gov.uk   

Cllr Judy Falp County Councillor for Whitnash 

Warwick District Council Reports: 

It was sad to hear that we lost our dear friend and past councillor Bernard Kirton to the virus following a fall at the 

residential home he had moved into after his hospital visit. 

Bernard had represented Whitnash at all three levels of local government for over 40 years. I first met him during 

a dispute about putting a bus route along Mullard Drive in 1976. The residents did not want it so we called a meeting 

to invite him to meet us and convinced him to change his mind. Shortly after he asked me if I would like to join the 

Parish Council as there was a vacancy. From then on, we became good friends and I was his election agent for 

35 years. There will be a memorial service when we get back to normal. 

I also extend my sympathies to Cllr Smart for the loss of his wife Pam as I am sure the Mayor will have mentioned 

from all of us. I personally have known Brian and Pam since they moved into Mullard Drive in 1969. She will be 

sadly missed by all her family and friends. Unfortunately, we are unable to show our feelings at her funeral under 

the present restrictions, but I am sure, as with Bernard, there will be a memorial service later. 

To add to this sad list Councillor David Saul of Cubbington Parish Council lost his wife Theresa, who also served 

on the council, two weeks ago after a long illness. David and Theresa were good supporters of the Independents. 

Well what a strange time we are living in. At the District we are holding virtual meetings using Webex.  Every 

Monday the Executive meets at 2pm followed by Group Leaders and CMT at 3pm for two hours. 

Most of the items on the agendas have been the current coronavirus situation and how we are handling it. You will 

have received the weekly press release updates I sent out explaining what is happening regarding the Hub set up 

by WDC and Judy will explain more as it is her Portfolio. 

Civic Centre 

At last Seven Trent have approved the storm drain connection into Clarkson Drive, now we need to get the authority 

of the Lead Local Flood Authority (WCC) and then MLM must submit to them the design work. Once we receive 

written approval MLM can then, following the Utilities Survey on the 30th April, send the design to Deeley’s for final 

costing. At the same time WDC must approach the tenants of the houses effected in Clarkson Drive to let them 

know what will happen.  

We have unfortunately reached the end of the MLM budget allocation and need to approve tonight two quotes for 

the design work for each which Jenny has received. 

Also, tonight if they have not already been agreed, is the payment of the legal fees for the solicitor costs of WDC. 

Since January they have not charged us for Debbie, Paddy and Ian’s work on the project so Andy Jones thought 

it right we should therefore agree to pay the legal fees. The agreements are ready to be signed. Judy and I could 

not inform the Hub committee about this until it was approved by the March Executive meeting where a further 

£210,000 was granted to us. This will top up the contingency fund. These fees will come out of the £1.6m plus 

grant from WDC. 

Cllr Tony Heath, Warwick District Councillor for Whitnash 

 

There was no Warwick District Report from Cllr R Margrave. 
 

Cllr Heath also reported that from 20th April 2020 green bin collections will resume 

Apparently, the Princess Drive tip is open for trade / commercial waste as these companies 

must pay to dispose of waste. 

Cllr Barton reported that there was fly tipping at Washbourne, and James found out who the 

culprit was and returned the garbage to them.   

The Clerk applied for the Business Rate Grant Scheme and this money will be used to cover 

the loss from hall hire. 

 

https://www.england.nhs/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths
http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
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185/20  CIVIC CENTRE AND LIBRARY UPDATE 

 

MLM quotations:  Two quotations from MLM need to be approved relating to the drainage 

issue for the new Civic Centre.  The quotations are for Scope Negotiations with the Lead Local 

Flood Authority - £2315 +VAT and Scope updated Surface Water Tender Design - £2795 + 

VAT.  Cllr Barton questioned the ‘budget’ figure given by MLM and said it needs to be a firm 

quotation not a ‘budget’ figure.   

Members approved the quotation from MLM and voted in favour there was one abstention. 

Cllr Barton also asked Cllr Heath to confirm that the current surplus showing in the Civic Centre 

figures of £58,000 and the £210,000 additional CIL grant means that there is currently a 

contingency fund of £268,000.  Cllr Heath confirmed this amount. 

Legal Fees:  In April 2019 Warwick District Council agreed to pay the Legal Fees relating to the 

Civic Centre but took a unilateral decision to no longer cover the cost of our legal fees. 

Whitnash Town Council no longer pay the project officer at Warwick District Council so they 

decided that the additional CIL money awarded to the Town Council could be used to pay the 

legal fees.  Members voted in favour of paying the Legal Fees in future. 

Hedge:  There are nesting birds in one half of the hedge so cutting it back could pose a problem.  

Cllr Mrs Falp will speak to Ian Rourke to find out if the hedge can be cut mechanically or by 

hand. 

Cllr Shepherd returned to the meeting. 

 

 

186/20  CIVIC CENTRE AND LIBRARY INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

 

The income and expenditure report as at 7th April 2020 was emailed to all Members. 

Kerry will include the additional £210 000 in the next report. 

 

 

187/20  REPORT OF DELEGATED DECISIONS TAKEN SINCE 19th MARCH 2020 

 

No delegated decisions have been taken since 19th March 2020. 

 

 

188/20  COVID19 FORWARD PLANNING 

 

Members discussed the future of meetings including the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making.  

Warwick District Council are currently looking into legislation received last week as to whether 

a remote meeting could be held for the Annual Meeting.  Cllr Heath will ask for the legislation to 

be sent to the Clerk.  The Annual Meeting is a statutory meeting that must be held in May every 

year.  The current situation could alter this, and Members decided to wait for guidance on this. 

Committee meetings: 

Hall and Playing Fields Committee: Cllr Barton proposed that as there is not too much to 

discuss as the hall is closed a report could be sent to Members updating them of what is 

happening.  The Clerk and Chairman would prepare the report and forward to Members.  

Committee members could then ask for clarification if anything was unclear. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee:  The Clerk and Finance Assistant will send out 

all financial reports to Members and any questions should be emailed to the Clerk. 
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Planning Committee:  Currently planning applications are forwarded to Members to comment 

on.  Once consensus is reached the Planning Department at Warwick District Council is 

informed. 

Members were asked to reply to ALL when sending through their comments. 

Please note that no voting can take place via email. 

 

 

189/20  APPROVE AND ADOPT AMENDED FLAG FLYING POLICY 

 

The amended Flag Flying Policy was approved and adopted. Members voted in favour and 

there was one abstention. 

 

 

190/20  CANCELLATION OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 16th APRIL 2020 

 

The Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for 16th April 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid19 

pandemic. 

 

 

191/20  CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Cllr Mrs Burkinshaw sent a copy of an email she received from a resident on the Mallory Grange 

development regarding the exposure of green space on the development to illegal traveller 

encampments.  As this land does not belong to Whitnash Town Council or Warwick District 

Council this needs to be raised with Persimmon Homes. 

A resident also contacted Members of the Town Council regarding the amended planning 

application for the 8 houses next to Mallory Grange.  This is a minor amendment to an 

application that was approved, and Members could not find a valid planning objection so neither 

objected nor supported this application. 

 

 

192/20  SCHEDULE OF APPROVED PAYMENTS MADE 

 

The Schedule of Approved Payments from 4th March 2020 to 7th April 2020 was noted. 

 

 

193/20  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

East:  Nothing to report 

North:  The materials on the grass verge outside 2 Heathcote Road was discussed.  Cllr Mrs 

Falp reported this to Warwickshire County Council as it is highway land and will follow up on 

this.  Cllr Franklin also reported this to Planning Enforcement last week. 

South:  Cllr Mrs Burkinshaw reported the litter and broken glass on Harbury Playing Fields as 

well as the huge amount of litter piling up around the bins there and around the town.  These 

bins are also currently being filled with household waste. 

West:  Nothing to report. 
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194/20  REPORT OF COMMUNITY HUB MEETING  

 

Cllr Margrave proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Community Hub 

Committee meeting held on 5th March 2020 are received. 

 

 

195/20  REPORT OF FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING  

 

Cllr Margrave proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee meeting held on 19th March 2020 are received. 

 

 

196/20  REPORT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Cllr Franklin proposed that a receipt (in the form of draft minutes) of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 5th March 2020 are received. 

 

 

197/20  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The next Town Council meeting will be held on 21st May 2020 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and declared 

the meeting closed. 

 

 

 

SIGNED……………………………...……. DATE……………………………………... 

 

 


