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Minutes 01/20 
 

WHITNASH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the remote Town Council meeting held on 18th June 2020 

at 7.00 p.m. at remote locations. 

 

PRESENT Councillors: R Margrave 
A Barton 
Mrs L Burkinshaw 
S Button 
B Colledge 
Mrs J Falp 
B Franklin 
T Heath 
S McFadden 
W Pickett 
T Shepherd 
B Smart 
R Sparkes 

Mayor 
Deputy 

 
 

 
Town Clerk: 
Finance Assistant: 

 
Jenny Mason 
Kerry Samperi 

 

 
In attendance: 

 
Mr Paddy Herlihy and Mr Ian Rourke – Warwick District Council  

 

01/20  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

 

02/20  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting. 

 

 

03/20  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

There was no public forum. 

 
 

04/20  POLICE 
 

The Police Report was compiled by PC Rachel Smith. 
 

ASB – 14 reported, 13 of which are personal ASB. 1 report regarding a group of males drinking alcohol in Acre Park. 

(Please note, Covid-19 related jobs are held under another Tag, with 6 relating to Acre Close and 1 report for 

Washbourne Fields.) 

Burglary- 2 reported. First being a business unit where offender(s) have cut a padlock and taken scrap metal on 

Harbury Lane. The second report relates to a bank card being taken from an insecure property on Justice Close.    
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Damage- 0  

Drugs- One incident has been reported following a suspect drug on Acre Close. 

Vehicle Crime- 2. One vehicle is reported to be left unlocked and searched, nothing taken on Ashford Road. Second 

is the front number plate of a vehicle has been taken on Brunswick Street. 

Overall, we have had 153 incidents reported this month, which is a very slight increase to last month. As per previous 

month a lot of the calls are people reporting others breaking the COVID -19 Regulations. 

It’s with great sadness I announce I will be leaving Whitnash SNT.  An opportunity has arisen so I’ve decided to take 

the plunge to go and work in the Intelligence department dealing with vulnerability.  I’m sorry I cannot say goodbye 

personally but I want to thank you all for your support and I truly admire your commitment and dedication to the town.  

Keep up the good work! 

My replacement is PC 1565 Mark Young.  He has SNT experience and is looking forward to joining the Team with 

Steve and Jess.  He will be taking over from me on the 29th June 2020. 

PC Rachel Smith 

 

Cllr Mrs Falp proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to Rachel. 

Cllr McFadden asked if there was an update on the vandalism at Acre Close.  The Clerk asked the 

Police about this and they said there were no leads to follow up on. 

 

 

05/20  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

There were no announcements. 

 

 

06/20  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 21st May 2020 as circulated were approved. As 

it was a remote meeting the minutes will be signed when face to face meetings are held again.   

 

 

07/20  MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THOSE MINUTES 

 

There were no matters arising. 

 

 

08/20  OUTSTANDING PROJECTS / ACTIONS / DECISIONS LIST  

 

Cllr Margrave said this will be pursued once the Civic Centre and Library was completed.  

 

 

09/20  CIVIC CENTRE AND LIBRARY REPORT 

 

Paddy Herlihy produced a construction contract report for the new Whitnash Civic Centre and 

Library.  This report was emailed to all Councillors. 

Mr Herlihy explained various sections of the recommendations in the report. 

The final design (Appendix A) has been amended slightly and approved by the Town Council. 

A budget of up to £2,000,000 excluding the Client Budget of (£172,406.37) was approved.  The 

funding sources are Warwickshire County Council for Library, Warwick District Council, Community 

Infrastructure Levy, Public Works Loan, Sport England and Crowd Funding. 

Subject to all funding streams being approved a contract will be entered into with Deeley Homes. 
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The Council will also need to agree that the Town Clerk in consultation with any two of the following 

– Mayor, Deputy and Chairman of Finance is given delegated authority to approve sums up to 

£10,000 to the delivery works contract, design or specification with Deeley Construction, subject to 

the total cost not exceeding £172,406.37. 

Project cost reports will be done regularly and will contain the total expenditure on project against 

budget and detailing amounts spent from the client budget. 

Deeley Construction have indicated that given the extraordinary times it could take up to +- 40 

weeks to complete construction. 

The terms and conditions of the Library Agreement have been approved and once this has been 

signed the contract with Deeley can be signed.  Work on site will be started as soon as possible 

and the pitch work will probably be carried out first. 

Various questions were asked: 

Interest cannot be charged once the contract is signed. 

CIL agreement £410,000 is confirmed and the £250,000 should be granted. 

Capacity in hall – the fire rating confirms 200 people in theatre style seating and 120 people for 

weddings and there are enough toilets. 

Signage may need to change due to name change; entrance access is wide enough. 

First two cherry trees will be removed and if possible replanted further down. 

Parking surface will be tarmac.  WCC have agreed to provide Wi-Fi and network for public area. 

Cllr Heath proposed that the recommendations discussed be accepted and that the contract with 

Deeley construction is signed once the Library agreement has been signed.  Cllr Franklin seconded 

the proposal and all Members voted in favour. 

Cllr Heath thanked everyone involved in this project. 

Mr Herlihy and Ian Rourke left the meeting. 

 

 

10/20  CIVIC CENTRE AND LIBRARY INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

 

The Civic Centre and Library income and expenditure as at 3rd June 2020 was emailed to members. 

 

 

11/20  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 
Warwickshire County Council Report: 

Virtual meetings are now taking place on a more regular basis. I have attended three corporate board meetings updating 

all Councillors on the latest position within the Council. I have attended three meetings /briefings Specifically on Covid19 

and one Chairs and spokespersons meeting on Recourses. This covers Fire and Rescue, Libraries, I.T. Legal, Property 

and Governance.  

Having walked around Whitnash a lot during the lock down I have noticed our roads are good but are paths are not! I 

will work with County when I can to address this. The schemes I asked for from last year’s Councillors budget are with 

the firm who undertakes the highways work but I do not have a date that they will be started. I have asked for a cost to 

try to put in traffic calming in Golf Lane. Schemes are not easy here as there are so many drop kerbs that have to be 

avoided.  The rough costs are already over suggested as over £50,000. That would take two years of my budget to be 

able to afford it. I also have asked that when it is possible the junction by the Plough in Whitnash Road with Murcott 

Road East be looked at to see if improvements could take place and the costs. 

The County Council like all Councils will not have the cost of Covid fully covered and will have to look to save money 

somewhere. 

Cllr Mrs Falp reported that three local community organisations have received refurbished laptops from WCC. 

Cllr Judy Falp County Councillor for Whitnash 
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Warwick District Council Reports: 

Warwick District Council report for Whitnash Town Council 18th June 2020 

More meetings are now taking place virtually. Since the last Town Council meeting, I have had four Executive meetings 

and four meeting that follow on with Group Leaders and senior officers. I have been giving reports on Covid 19 cases, 

trends and sadly deaths along with the role my department Health and Community Protection are now working on and 

what they are unable to do during the crisis. I will as Portfolio Holder be involved with Test, Track and Trace with other 

Portfolio Holders from the other District Councils in Warwickshire and the County Council  

I have also had Portfolio and Shadow Portfolio meetings and a meeting of the People Strategy Steering Group. 

Meetings are now more focused on recovery and the future. All agree that this will be different from what we were doing, 

with more virtual meetings and working from home and less actual face to face meetings. I have also interviewed for 

the first time virtually and was surprised how well it went. 

I have also had an increase of residents contacting me by phone and e mail. 

Issues are varied and cover, litter, trees and housing. 

Cllr Mrs Judy Falp, Whitnash District Councillor     

 

Once again, this month has been very strange. Having had four virtual planning meetings, one Licensing and Regulatory 

Meeting where I was elected Chairman again for the forthcoming year and a Group Leaders Meeting every Monday 

plus the occasional second one later in the week. 

The subjects are all related to the emergency measures we as a District are taking to help people with the crisis and 

proposals for when we come out of lockdown on the 15th for most retail outlets.  

This has included temporary traffic measures in Leamington, Warwick and Kenilworth to assist cyclists and pedestrians 

and grants and emergency aid from central government administered by Warwick DC over the past weeks.  

It will not be easy but we have to face it at some point to get our economy moving again and people back to work. 

Civic Centre and Library  

Instead of a separate report on this I have included the latest situation here. At next week’s full council meeting a report 

(circulated with this agenda) will be presented by Paddy Herlihy and Ian Rourke from Warwick District Council with the 

proposal we agree the recommendations in the report and I will propose this and also propose we agree to sign the 

agreement with Deeley Construction. 

Paddy will be there to answer any questions you have regarding his report. 

The storage area behind the community centre has been cleared and awaits the contractor to modify the fencing to 

accommodate a storage area for goalposts which is a pre-construction requirement by Sport England. 

The Hedge alongside the bowling green has been cut back to the fence also in preparation of construction. 

The storm drainage route through to Clarkson Drive has been approved and, by the meeting, should have been finally 

costed and included in Paddy’s report update. 

The necessary legal agreements are signed and in place for us to continue 

This project I have been working on since 1992 and at last, thanks to many individuals including Cllr.Falp, who has 

been marvellous in her help in getting us this far. Cllr Andrew Day, Paddy, Ian, Debbie, Ellie and Andy Jones, officers 

at Warwick District Council and their generosity in granting us £1.6 million pounds towards it, we are now at the final 

decision stage. I also have to thank Jenny Mason and Kerry for keeping us on the straight and narrow path throughout.  

Cllr Tony Heath, Warwick District Councillor 

Cllr R Margrave reported that he had been appointed Chairman of the Employment Committee at the District. 

 

12/20  APPROVE AND ADOPT ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT SECTION 1 PAGE 4 

 

Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2019 – 2020 was approved and adopted at the 

Town Council Meeting by the Mayor and Town Clerk / Responsible Finance Officer. A socially 

distanced ‘wet signature’ was obtained after the meeting due to the current pandemic. 

 

 

13/20  APPROVE AND ADOPT ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT SECTION 2 PAGE 5 

 

Section 2 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2019 – 2020 was approved and adopted at the 

Town Council Meeting by the Mayor and Town Clerk / Responsible Finance Officer.  A socially 

distanced ‘wet signature’ was obtained after the meeting due to the current pandemic. 
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Jenny and Kerry were thanked for the work involved. 

 

 

14/20  AMEND FINANCIAL REGULATION 4  

 

Budgetary control and authority to spend - Due to the current pandemic and the imminent 

construction of the new Civic Centre and Library it was proposed that delegated powers be given to 

the Clerk in conjunction with any two of the following - Mayor, Deputy and Chairman of Finance and 

General Purposes Committee to authorise additional items of expenditure for the new Civic Centre & 

Library up to a maximum value of £10,000 in each case provided that the total expenditure remains 

within the contingency budget of £172,406.00  

 

 

15/20  ADOPT GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 

 

Whitnash Town Council has exercised its right to use the General Power of Competence for the 

current municipal year and meets the criteria for eligibility (LA 2011 s8) in that the number of 

councillors elected at the last ordinary election exceeds two thirds of its total number of councillors 

and the Clerk is qualified.  

 

 

16/20  DIRECT DEBIT LIST 

 

The updated Direct Debit List for 2020 – 2021 was emailed to Members. 

 

 

17/20  DOBSON LANE ALLOTMENTS 

 

Action 21 have had a lease on the Dobson Lane allotments and now want to hand it over.  Would 

Whitnash Town Council be prepared to assign the Lease or enter into a new lease with WDC, 

whereby the Town Council would take over the site, exclusively for Allotment purposes.  Members 

proposed this is discussed at the next Hall and Playing Fields Committee meeting.  Concerns were 

raised about this site being cemetery extension land, the additional work involved and water leaks.  

Cllr Mrs Falp will try and source more information from Warwick District Council and if the Chairman 

of Hall and Playing Fields agrees this will be added as an emergency item to the Hall and Playing 

Fields meeting on 25th June 2020. 

 

18/20  BROOK VALLEY 

 

Councillors Franklin and Sparkes met with AC Lloyds regarding the Brook Valley.  They were 

receptive to the Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan and seemed enthusiastic to support the scheme. 

 

 

19/20  CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no correspondence. 
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20/20  SCHEDULE OF APPROVED PAYMENTS MADE 

 

The Schedule of Approved Payments from 13th May 2020 to 9th June 2020 was noted. 

 

 

21/20  REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

East:  Nothing to report. 

North:  The tree in Whitnash Road has been cut back.  Fly tipping at Black Bridge has increased, 

which may be due to the tip being closed and now you need to book online for a slot for tipping.  

The tip is also not taking some recycling – tetra packs.  The overhanging hedge at Home Farm has 

been reported.  The signs on the grass verge in Whitnash Road have been removed.  Groundsman 

will be asked to replace them and use security fastenings to secure them. 

South:  There are loads of gas cannisters on Harbury Lane playing fields.  Barriers around the drain 

cover outside 76 Erica Drive have been there for at least 6 months and the repairs have still not 

been carried out. 

West:  There is a dip in the grass near the pedestrian crossing on Othello Avenue this has been 

reported to highways.  The Groundsman has been asked to concrete in the bollard that has been 

removed from the Washbourne Road entrance to the playing field and to secure the one that 

someone has tried to dig out. 

Concerns were also raised about the refuse bags left at the bins at Acre Close shops by Leamington 

Trash Friends.  This is considered fly tipping and should be reported to Warwick District Council. 

 

 

22/20  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The next Town Council meeting will be held on 16th July 2020 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

There being no other business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the 

meeting closed. 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED……………………………...……. DATE……………………………………... 

 

 


